— 
— 


— 


T H. E 


Nature _ Deſign 
| H OL v. DAYS 


EXPLAINED: 
Or, Short and Plain 
REASONS and INSTRUCTIONS 


For the Obſervation of the 


Fase and Fasrs , 
RED to be kept by the 


CHURCH of ENGLAND. 
Adapred to the wee Caricity. | # 


15 


ͤ—ũ——ᷓ—G— — Sl. 


| 

1271 

If he will nat hear be G FR”; "bob him dot un- Wi 74 
| 


a prey Mg, a Publica Mat.“ 
* Vi - — . F: 


The Tyrko EDIT IO. By 


„ * — 
- * * 


"LONDON, 


printed * V. B. for Richard Sare near Grat. | ; 
- Jan-Gate in Holborn. 1722. AJ 


Price 64. Stitch'd, or $84. Bound. A | 


os Te wn 


The InTRODUCTION. 


TY E literal meaning »© the words Feaſt- 
ing and Faſting, 7: /o obvious that it 
needs no explaining. 


But when we mention Feaſts or Faſts, e 
ſuppoſe them Days or Seaſons ſet apart for that 
purpoſe. And of theſe there are two forts et- 
ther private or publick. 


Private Feaſts are when upon ſome extras | 
ordinary occaſion, as particular Mercies or De- | 
liverances vouchſafed, or upon our © own or 
ſome Relation or Benefactor's Birth-days, we 
invite ſome Friends or Neighbours to à more 
than ordinary Entertainment, and beflow ſome 
more than uſual Charity to the Poor. | 


Private Faſis are, when with relation to 
our ſelves we aflit® our Bodies with Faſting, 
either to prepare our ſelves for holy Duties, or 
to implore ſucceſs upon ſome extraordinary Un». 
dertaking, or to avert ſome threatuing Diſ> 
after ; or when for ſome time we reſolve upon 
a Courſe of Mortification to diſcipline our ſelves 
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The Introduction. 


for ſome ſecret Sins that lie heavy upon our 
Conſciences. g 


The public Feaſts and Faſls are enjoyned 
by the Authority of the Church, and are cal- 
led Holy-Days, being ſeparated from common 
ordinary Days for God's holy Worſhip, and 
conſequently are to be ſpent in works of Piety 
and Charity. | 


The holy Feaſts are ſuch, wherein (beſides 
every, Sunday in the Tear) we commemorate 
ſome eminent and ſignal Mercies which God 
has vouchſafed his Church. And among theſe 
there are ſome of a higher nature, as having 
a particular regard to the great work of our 
Redemption, as Our Bleſſed Saviour's holy 
Nativity, Circumciſion and Epiphany, his 
Glorious Reſurrection and Aſcenſion, and 
bis fulfilling of his Promiſe by the Deſcent of 
the Holy Ghoſt; and laſtly, the Feſtival in 
Honour to the Holy, Ever-Blefled and Glo- 
rious Trinity. 


And fince our Bleſſed Saviour after his A. 
cenſion was pleaſed to manifeſt his Glory in 
the Death of his Saints, the primitive Chri- 
ftians overjoy'd to ſee thoſe great Heroes re- 
fiſt unto Blood with ſo much Chriſtian Brave- 


ry, Conflancy and Reſolution, had their Mar- 


tyrdoms in ſo high a Veneration, that they ce- 
__korated them with ihe ſame expreſſion of Joy 
"Y " "EE as 
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as the reſt of the World did the Birth. days of 
their Kings and Emperors; the annual obſer- 
vation whereof was in a little time enjoyn'd 
by the whole Church with the greateſt ſtrict- 
neſs, and from thence handed down to Poſterity 
for their perpetual Edification, Inſtruction and 
Imitation. 


By the holy Faſts are meant ſuch Days or 
Sea/ons wherein the Church in conformity to 
primitive practice has enjoyn'd all her Members 
to ſubdue the corruptions of their Nature and 
Affectious by the Duties of Faſting and Au- 
miliation, and more than ordinary firif courſe 
of penitential Devotion. Such are Gooy- 


Friday, Aſh- Wedneſday, and the Paſſion- 


Week (theſe 1 mention firſt as Faſts,.of a 
higher Rank, the reaſons gives in the follow- 
ing Trat) the Ember-days, the other ordina- 
ry days in Lent, Rogation-days, every Fri- 
day in the Year, except Chriſtmas-day, and 
generally the Eves of ſuch Holy Days as do 
not happen in a time of Feaſting, as betwixt 
Chriſtmas and Lent, or Eaſter and Trinity- 
Sunday. 


Now as we are all obliged to obſerve the 
Feaſts and Faſis of the Church, not only from 


primitive practice and in e to the In- 


junctions of our own national Church, corrobo- 
rated by the Laws of the Land, but al/o as we 
value our own Souls for their Benefit and In- 
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Niruction, ſo if any Perſons who are yet igno- 


rant in theſe matters will allow themſelves 


Ihe leiſure, upon every Holy Day in the Morn- 
ing to read the ſhort Diſcourſe they ſhall here 
find concerning the keeping of that day (which 


will take them up but a very few Minutes) it 
zi to be hoped they may hereby be made ſo ſen» 
fible of the occaſion, that they will not for the 
future fail to obſerve ſuch days ſo as becomes 
regular and devout Cirifiians. 
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ADvenT-OUNDAY. 
The neareſt Sunday to St. Andrew's-Day, whether 


before or after. 


His day we celebrate the Feſtival of the 


Advent of our Bleſſed Saviour: The 


word Advent ſignifying Coming or Ap— 

proaching, the Church has diſtinguiſh'd 
this and the other three following Sundays by the 
name of Advent-Sundays, toremind us in a more 
eſpecial manner of our bleſſed Saviour's Advent 
or Coming in the Fleſh, z. e. of the 7 
holy Seaſon appointed to be religiouſly obſerv' 
by all Chriſtians, in remembrance of our Savi- 
our's Coming to viſit us in great Humility, by 
taking our Nature upon him; the true Cauſe of 
all our Exultation and Joy, for a Mercy to which 
we can never make a ſuitable return. Yet, that 
the Jews might not be ſurpriz'd with the unex- 
pected Coming of the promis'd Meſſias ; there- 
fore, according to the Predictions of the Prophets, 


that Elias mult firſt come, St. Job the Baptiſt: 


was ſent as the Harbinger, to prepare the Way 
of his Lord and Maſter. Thus, that we may not 
fall into any unbecoming Tranſports, or exceſs 
of Joy, for want of a due preparation for the re- 
ception of ſo great a Bleſſing, the Church has ſet 
apart theſe four Weeks of Advent (which pre- 
cede the time of our Bleſſed Saviour's Coming in 
the Fleſh) to be ſpent in Works of Piety and Cha- 
rity, that our Hearts and Minds may be devout- 
ty prepar'd and quality'd for the Celebration of 
this great Feſtival of the Birth of our Lord and 


Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who at this acceptable time 
t / A 4 came 
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came into the World to ſave Sinners, leſt our 
vicious Lives ſhould any ways fruſtrate the pious 
deſign of our holy Mother the Church, by render- 
ing her Solemnities either offentive to our Adver- 
{aries, or diſpleaſing to the Almighty. 

The Collect for the firſt Sunday in Advent 
(which has a reference both to the Epiſtle and 
Goſpel following) is an excellent Prayer for all 
ſeaſons, ſo more particlarly for this; wherein the 
Church not only takes Notice of our Bleſſed Savi- 
our's firſt Coming, but alſo puts us in mind of the 
uſe we are to make of the great Benefits we have 
receiv'd thereby, that by caſting off the works of 
Darkneſs, and putting on the armour of Light, 
at his ſecond coming to judge the World, we may 
be ſo ready and prepar'd for that great Account 
we muſt then make, that we may do it with Joy 
and not With Sorrow, and receive that Crown 
which he has prepar'd for them that perſevere un— 
to the end. 

The Epiſtle awakes and rouzes us out of the 
ſleep of Sin and Ignorance, to behold this Sun of 
Righteouſneſs ariſing upon us with healing in his 
Wings; from whence we are enabled to make 
caſculations for Eternity: As alſo, it gives dire- 
ctions how to celebrate the Feaſts of the Church, 
1. e. not in Rioting and Drunkenneſs, Chambering 
and Wantonneſs, Strife and Envying; but, by 
putting on the Lord Jeſus, by laying aſide our 
Luſts and Vanities, and praQtifing Virtues oppoſite 
to the Vices the Apoſtle here mentions, that we 
may, With pure Hearts, and devout Minds, ap- 

roach the Throne of Grace. 

The holy Goſpel ſeems rather to precede our 
Saviour's Paſſion, than his Birth, but is chiefly uſed 
here (ſay the Rationaliſts) for theſe words, Bleſſea 
it he that cometh in the name of the Lord, i. e. Bleſ- 
ſed be he who for us Men, and for our Salvation 

came 
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came down from Heaven, was Incarnate by the 
Holy Ghoſt of the Virgin Mary, &c. Or (as the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks) the Myltery of Godlineſs, the Son 
of God manifeſted in the Fleſh, juſtify'd in the 
Spirit, ſeen of Angels; for which we can never 
too often ſing Hoſanua in the Higheſt. 

The Offices of the Church, :. e. the ColleQs, 
Epiſtles and Goſpels, for the other Sundays in Ad- 
vent, promiſcuouſly mention both our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour's firſt Coming in the Fleſh, and his ſecond 
Coming to Judgment, perhaps in Compaſſion to 
our Infirmity, to give a check to Humane Nature; 
leſt our Raptures of Joy for the great Condeſcen- 
ſion, expreſs'd in our Bleſſed Redeemer's taking 
our Nature upon him at his firſt Coming, ſhould 
make us flight, neglect or forget to prepare our. 
ſelves for that great and terrible Day of the Lord, 
when he ſhall come again with his holy Angels, 
to judge both the Quick and the Dead, and re- 
ward every Man according to his Works. 


CHRISTMAS-Day: Dec. 25. 
O R, 


The NAT IVI TY of our Bleſſed Saviour 
JESUS CnrRisrT. 


"TJ His is the Day which the Lord hath made, let 
us rejoyce and be glad in it: And ſo great 
reaſan we have for it, that it would be Ingratitude 
in us, ſurpaſſing the worſt of Men and Devils, if 
we ſhould ſuffer ſo great Bleſſing, as the World 
this Day receiv'd, to paſs by without a grateful 
(annual) acknowledgement. 
If it were neceſſary, we might trace the Obſer- 


vation of this Day from the earlieſt practice of the 


Church ; 
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Church; but tho? we ſhould be miſtaken in the 
very Day, yet if we perform the Buſineſs thereof, 
with that pious Gratitude and Devotion ſuitable 
to ſo holy a Seaſon, our blameleſs Ignorance 
would excuſe ſuch a well meant pious Deſign. 
At the end of Two Thouſand Ycars, the Co- 
ming of the Me//iss was the general Expectation 
of the Jews, and according!y the repeated Prophe- 
cies in the Old Teſtament, as well as other Tra- 
ditions concerning our Bleſſed Redeemer, were 
at this time exactly fulfilled; for in Bethlebem (ac- 
cording to the Prediction of Micah 5. 2.) of Ja- 
dea, the Eaſtern part of the World (tulfilling that 
of Zech. 3.8 whoſename is Eat) was compleated, 
as upon this Day, the Prophecy of 1/arah 7. 14. Be- 


Hold, aVirgia ſhall conceive, and bear a Son, &c. 


Now, it muſt needs fill us with Admiration 
as well as Gratitude, if we ſeriouſly reflect upon 
thoſe gracious Methods God took, in making 
known to the World the myſterious Incarnation 
of his only begotten Son, whom he ſent at this 
time to take away the Sins of the World. 

Firſt, Leſt the bleſſed Immaculate Virgin ſhould 
be too much ſurpriz'd with the ſudden Miracle 
he intended to work in her, he diſpatched one of 
the heavenly Hoſt (his uſual Embaſſadors upon 
extraordinary Occaſions) with that divine Com- 
plement to the Mother of our Lord, Hail Mary 
T hou art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee, thou 
art bleſſed among Women: And then, to remove 


that innocent diffidence ſhe expreſo'd in that mo- 


deft objection, about the puflibility of having a 
Child without knowing a Man, the Angel ex- 
plain'd himfelf, by telling her, zhe Holy Ghoſt 


ſhould rome upon her, and the Power of the Iligbeſt 


ſhould over. hadduu her. And, i 

24ly, Atrer her chaſt Eſpouſals to Joſeph, to 
Clear her Reputation, and take away all Com 
| e 
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leſt he ſhould ſuſpect her Virtue, an Angel was like- 
wiſe ſent to him, to aſſure him that what was 
conceiv'd in her was by the Holy Ghoſt, and 
not a humane but a heavenly Production: Theſe 
were the previous Methods God made uſe of to 
bring into the World the holy Child Jeſus, who 
at this time, to deliver Man, did not abhor the 
Virgin's Womb. But, 

34ly, To fix our Thoughts more ſeriouſly upon 
ſo divine a Contemplation, let us conſider the Cir- 
cumſtances of his Birth; which (to ſhew that his 
Kingdom was not of this World) was ſo far from 
the external Pomp and Grandeur that uſually at- 
tends the Birth of Princes, that, on the contrary, 
it was as remarkable for its Obſcurity: For Jo- 
ſeph and Mary coming to Bethlehem to be tax'd, 
in obedience to Cæſar's Decree, and all the Inns 
(when they came) being taken up by earlier or 
richer Gueſts, the beſt 3 they could get, 
was a poor Stable, where the Bleſſed Virgin was 
deliver'd of het firſt- born Son, who perform'd the 
duty of a pious and tender Mother, wrapt her In- 
fant in ſwadling Clothes, and made uſe of the 
Manger for his Cradle. Here admire we the mi- 
raculons Condeſcenſion of our bleſſed Redeemer, 
that he who was before all Worlds, and by 
whom the World was made, ſhould, for our 
ſakes, himfelf become a Babe; and that He, whom 
the Heaven of Heavens cannot contain, ſhould 
be found wrapt up with a few ſwadling Clothes, 
Within the narrow dimenſions of a Manger. Yet, 

4thly, Notwithſtanding this Birth was, in out- 
ward Appearance, ſo.mean and obſcure, yet God 
took immediate care to publiſh it to the World 
by his Celeſtial Heralds: For no Tooner was the 
holy Child Jus born, but the Glory of God 
to ſhone round about a Company of Shepherds that 
ze, were watching their Flocks by Night, who be- 
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ing diſmay'd at ſo ſudden and ſurprizing a Luſtre, 
an Angel preſently diſpell'd their Fears, by the deli- 
very of that comfortable Meſſage, Behold, I bring 
you Tidings of great Joy, for unto you is Born this 
Day, in the City of David, a Saviour, which is 
' Chriſt the Lord. | 
And if we do regularly joyn in the Church's 
2dmirable Offices, in the remembrance of the 
Salvation this Day brought to us, we need no 0- 
ther Arguments to heighten our Devotion. 
The proper Pſalms appointed, are a continu'd 
Song of Thankſgiving for this Day's miraculous 
VleMings, whereby the Church calls upon us, not 
only with the Shepherds, to glorify God for what 
we this Day hear and fee; but alſo to joyn with 
the holy Angels in that divine Hymn, Glory t God 
on High, ou Earth Peace, Good Will towards Men. 
The firſt Leſſon is a Prophecy of our Bleſſed 

Saviour's Incarnation: In the ſecond we read the 
Prophecy fulfill'd. 

The Collect teaches us how to pray, that we 
may be partakers of the Benefits of his Birth; 
whereof the Epiſtle and Goſpel give us a ſhort 
Hiſtory ; for which wonderful Mercies we are di- 
rected (in the Preface in the Communion Service) 
how with Angels and Arch-Angels, and all the 
Company of Heaven, we ought to laud and mag- 
nifie the Glorious Name of God, Cc. 


Moe. 


— 


St, STEPHENS-Davy, Dec. 26. 


His and the two following Feſtivals are the 
immediate Attendants upon the great Feaſt 

of our Bleſſed Saviour's Nativity: And to find 
that glorious Birth-day thus immediately ſucceed- 
ed by a Funeral Pomp, ſeems (methinks) ſoftly 
| 0 


. 


— to put us in mind of our Mortality, whiſper to | 
ing MY how ſhort a time there is between the Cradle | 
th (and the Grave, and remind us how ſpeedily our | 
jg Corruption muſt put on Incorruption. And 'tis 


not improbable, that the Martyrdom of this | 

Day's Saint has this place allotted in our Calen- i 

dar, with a pious deſign to give a Check to the | 

Exorbitancy of our Joy, which otherwiſe might Yi 

have tranſgreſs'd the Bounds of Reaſon and Re- | 

ligion. For why may not the Church (as we 
read Fob did) after ſo high a Feaſt as this of the 

Nativity, call all her Children together, as it were 

to a common Sacrifice to ſanctifie themſelves : 

Leſt (being leſs upon their Guard) whilſt their 

Minds were tranſported with Joy, they migtit 

have offended God in the height of their Enter- 

tainments, by committing ſomething unbecoming 
their Chriſtian Profeſſion, 

And as the Church ſeems very careful ſo ſweet- 
ly to compole the Diſcord which thoſe two Paſ- 
ſions of Joy and Grief would raiſe in us, as that 
there ſhould be nothing harſh and diſagreeing, but 
a compleat Harmony in all our Chriſtian Perfor- 
mances: So likewiſe her wiſe and provident Diſ- 
poſition of theſe Feſtivals ſeems powerſully to 
!{ recommend to us that great Goſpel-Duty of Self- 
Reſignation, and a chearſul Submiſſion to the good 
Will of God, whether it be in Life or Death. 

__ The Brightneſs of our Bleſſed Saviour's Incar- 
nation would never have been thus beclouded and 
overſhadowed with the Death of his Saints, were 
it not ſilently to teach us that our very being Diſ- 

he Ciples and Followers of Chriſt may ſeem to re- 

aft quite thus much of us, that he that would ſave 

*. his Life in another World muſt loſe it in this; 

3 (i. e,) that it may ſo happen that there ſhall be no 

way left us whereby we may be made Glorious 

Chriſtians, but by our Sufferings ; and * the 

ruth 
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Truth of this DoQrine was but too frequently 
experienc'd in the firſt Ages of the Church, 
whilſt none but Wolves preſided over both their 1 
Shepherds and their Flocks. = 
Tis certain no Doctrine was ever more direct- 
ly thwarting the Dictates of Fleſh and Blood, and th 
therefore to engage Men to the Practice of it, ne- 


! ceſſary it was that Chriſt himſelf ſhould recom- 1 
| mend it; he who as he was Man, knew what it 1 


was to ſuffer, and as God knew how to ſupport 

them that ſuffer'd for his Sake, as he did the Bleſ- us 

ſed Apoſtles and other holy Martyrs in a mira- 
culous manner ; particularly the holy Saint of C 

this Day, who had the Honour to be the firſt G 
Martyr for the Chriſtian Religion. 

Who and what this holy Saint was, the occa- 

fion and manner of his Sutferings, with the Uſe 

we are to make of ſuch Examples, we are at large A 
inſtruted in the holy Offices for the Day ap- | 
pointed by the Church. N * 
The firſt Leſſon which is taken out of the Pro- 
| verbs of Solomon, contains ſome general Obſer- Þ 
vations the Wiſe Man made of Impiety and re- t 
ligions Integrity; which are here read to admo- 


niſh us how to avoid the former, and according | 
to the Example of this Day's Martyr to adhere 8 
to the latter. f. 
In the two Second Leſſons, which are taken Il , 
out of the 6th and 7th Chapters of the Achs of the a 
Apoſtles; 1/7, We have a Relation of the great Fe 
Wonders and Miracles he wrought among the n 
People, after his being endued with the Holy d 
Ghoſt, and Power from on high, by the Impo- 7 
ſition of the Apoſtle's hands, upon his being or- t 
dained a Deacon. | | 
24ly, We have an account of his diſputing with þ 
certain of the Synagogue, who not being able to b 


reſiſt the Wiſdom and the Spirit by which he 
|  . (paſte. 
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ſpake ſuborn'd falſe Witneſſes, who accuſed him 
before the Council of Blaſphemy againſt Moſes and 
againſt God, the Temple and Law. The Re- 
quital this good Man meets with for his charita- 
ble Endeavours to propagate Truth, and reclaim 


them from Error, is to be purſued with loud Cla- 


mours, bitter InveQives, and falſe Accuſatians 
by thoſe very Perſons he took ſo much pains to 
oblige. And 'tis, God knows, even at this time 
no ſtrange thing to fee good Men for their for- 
ward Zeal to maintain Truth, bring upon them— 
{elves the Puniſhment due to a bad Cauſe. 

34ly, We have his Defence at large before the 
Council, where he appeared with the Beauty and 
Splendor of an Angel; and deliver'd to them 
ſuch bold Truths as cut them ta the Heart, and 
made them gnaſh with their Teeth. Na ſooner 
were they baffled by the divine Force of thaſe 
Arguments dictated by that Spirit which Chritt 
promis'd (when they were brought before Ru- 


lers for his ſake) ſhonld ſpeak in, ditect and aſ- 
ſiſt them in ſuch Conflicts; but they endeavour 
to hide the ſhining of his Face, by throwing all 


the Dirt upon it they can, thus ta veil by their 


unjuſt Slagders, and obſcure the Luſtre of it with 


all the adious Reproaches their pregnant Malice 
could invent and ſuggeſt. And where Arguments 
tail'd they reſolv'd to ſtick at nothing that might 
accompiiſh their Deſigns. Thus their Conteſt 
about Religion degenerated into Malice and end- 


ed in Blood (which that Portion of Scripture 


made uſe of for the Epiſtle, gives an account of, 
being a Continuation of the ſame Chapter.) And 
indeed when Mens Eyes are once blinded with 
the Miſts of prejudiced Opinions, they are ſoon 
miſled into the moſt dangerous Precipices of 
Actions; againſt the Fury whereof, neither the 
belt Cauſe, nor the higheſt Merit and Integrity, 

is 
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Lord, that in all our Sufferings, &c. 


I] 
is of ſufficient Force. They had been already 
the Betrayers and Murderers of Chriſt, and now 
they will make his Doctrines and Miniſters un- 
dergo the ſame Fate. For as if they were a- 
fraid the divine Rhetorick of this powerful 
Charmer ſhould have any good Effect upon them, 
they cry'd out with a loud Voice, that they might 
drown the Cries of their own Conſciences, then 
ſtopt their Ears, and ran upon him with one 
accord, and caſt him out of the City, and ſton'd 
him. Where, „ 

la the laſt place we ſhall conſider this holy 
Man's Demeanour in his laſt Agonies, which was 
every way becoming a Saint of God (whoſe Ex- 
ample is propos'd to us by the Church, to teach 
us how to behave our ſelves as becomes Chri- 
ſtians, if ever it ſhould be our Infelicity to fall 
into ſuch Circumſtances) his Diſpleaſure never 
betray'd his Patience; but after his dear Saviour's 
Example being revil'd, he revil'd not again, but 
being curs'd by them he bleſs'd them amid(t his 
cruel Sufferings. All the Arms he us'd againſt 
his bloody Perſecutors were only thoſe fo well 
known in the ſucceeding Ages of the Church, 
viz. Prayers and Tears. Arms not to conquer 
their Tyrannnizing Governors, but to ſuffer as 
Martyrs, which this Day's Saint truly did in the 
moſt humble Poſture, begging upon his Knees 
with his dying Breath, that his all-merciful Lord 
would not lay this Sin to their Charge; and that 
we may be prepar'd to follow this great Exam- 
ple (when thereunto called) in bleſſing them that 
curſe us, doing good to them that hate us, and 
praying for them that deſpitefully uſe and perfe- 
cute us, we cannot implore the divine Aſſiſtance 
in more proper Terms, than in the Words uſe! 
by the Church in the Collect for the Day: Grant, 


"od; 
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account, for that remarkable 
foundneſs of Style wherein he expreſſes the My- 


(11) 
St. Joun's-D av, Dec. 27. 


T. Feaſt is appointed by the Church to be 
kept holy in Memory of the bleſſed Apoſtle 


and Evangeliſt St. %u, one of the Sons of Ze- 


b:dee, Brother to St. James the Great (who were 
call'd Sons of Thunder, a Name given them, as 
ſome think, more n upon this Saint's 

ublimity ani Pro- 


ſtery of the Golpel) with whom he was called 
from the Trade of Fiſhing to be a Diſciple of 
Chriſt. He was one of the three whom our Bleſ- 
ſed Saviour choſe to accompany him in his Re- 
titements and Privacies; and in ſo peculiar a 
manner the Favourite of our Lord, that he was 


diſtinguiſh'd by the Name of the beloved Diſciple, 
so remarkable was the Honour which our Bleſſed 


Saviour ſhewed this Day's Saint, that we find 


him placed next himſelf at the Paſchal Supper; 


where tho' the other Apoltles were deſirous to 


| know whom it was our Lord meant that ſhould 
S betray him, yet none of them daring preſume to 


ask the Qu: ltion, St. Peter put it upon this Diſ- 
ciple whom Jeſzs lov'd, Who lean'd upon his Bo- 
ſom to make the Enquiry. | | 
And in return to theſe particular Favours 
conferr'd upon him, (to ſhew us an Example of 
Gratitude, Courage, and Conſtancy) tho? ſut - 
priz'd at our Saviour's ſudden Apprehenſion, he 
fled at firſt with the reſt, yet preſently recolle&- 
ed himſelf, and, with a Reſolution becoming a 
Diſciple of the Croſs, entet'd the high Prieſt's 
Hall, and accompanied his Lord and Maſter, hot 
only through the Indignities of his tedious Try- 
al, but allo attended him to his dolorous Cruci- 
B Axion, 


. 
fixion; where he both boldly 'own'd his Maſter 
amid(t his moſt cruel! Enemies, and was With as 
affectionate a Regard own'd by his Lord in his 
Jaſt Agonies, where he made this Day's Saint 
the Guardian to the Bleſſed Virgin his Mother by 
his laſt Will and Teſtament. 

By this great Example we have natural Affe- 
ction, and a tender regard of aged or diſtreſſed 
Parents, powerfully recommended for our [mi- 
tation. | 

After the Death of the Bleſſed Mother of our 
Lord (which happen'd about 15 Years after our 
Lord's Aſcenſion) whom he treated during her 
Life at his Houſe at Jeruſalem, with a dutiful 
Reſpe& and pious Care, ſuitable to the Truſt re- 
poſed in him by ſuch a Teſtator, he took his 
Journey into Aſia, (which Province fell to his 
| Share) confirming the Goſpel where he found it 

| already planted, and preaching it where they had 
| not hitherto receiv'd the Chriſtian Faith, there 
| founding many Churches of Note and Emi- 
| nency. 

But he was too diligent and ſucceſsful in do- 
105 his Maſter's Buſineſs, to eſcape the Fury and 
(, alice of bloody Perſecutors; which he was 
1 made ſenſible of in the Reign of Domitian; being 
1 accuſed as an eminent Diſturber and Subverter F 
olf the eſtabliſhed Religion of the Empire, he was! 
by the Pro-conſul of Aa apprehended and ſent 
bound to Rome, where he was condemned to be! 
caſt into a Cauldron of boyling Oyl: A barba- 
Tous Sentence agreeable enough to the cruel! n 
Temper of that bloody Prince! But tho' this fi 
Man was miraculouſly deliver'd by the hand of tx; 
divine Providence from this exquiſite (and as 8 
they thought inevitable) Death, yet (ſo little Ef- . 
fe& have even Miracles upon obdurate Hearts tt 
and prejudiced Minds) the cruel Emperor's _ 
ice 
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ter lice did not ceaſe here; for when he found 
2s etwas beyond his Power to put him to Death, 
his that he might not however eſcape his Fury, he 
int condemned him to Baniſhment, into a ſolitary 
by uncomfortable Iſland called Patmos; where this 


devout Saint converſing with his God in divine 
Contemplations, by frequent Viſions and Hea- 
Ted venly Repreſentations, he had ſuch a Proſpect of 
mi- the future State of the Church, as enabled him to 
write his divine Revelation. 


our After many Years ſpent in this Solitute he re- 
our turned from his Exile, upon the ſucceeding Em- 
her Þ peror's repealing ſeveral ſevere Acts his infamous 
itul Predeceſſor had made againſt Chriſtians, and at 
re- bis Return (which was ſoon after the Martyr- 


his dom of Biſhop Timothy) he took upon him (be- 
his Ting afliſted by ſome other Biſhops) the great 
Charge of the large Dioceſs of Epheſus, where he 
had WM writ bis holy Goſpel; and in the beginning of 
1ere Trajan's Reign departed this Life in a good old 
mi- Age, being about 99 Years old when he died, 

| who may not improperly be ſaid to have outliv'd 
do- his own Martyrdom. 


and The Collect for the day refers to the Epiſtle 
was (which is part of the firſt of his own) wherein 
eing © the Apoſtle deſcribes the Perſon of our Saviour 
rter in whom we have Eternal Life by a conſtant 


was ] Communion with God, which is to be kept up 
ſent by the Holineſs of our Lives, to teſtify the Truth 
o be of our Profeſſion. 
rba- In the Holy Goſpel we have what before was 
tue! mentioned, v:z. this beloved Diſciple's being de- 
this W fired by St. Peter to ask our Saviour who it was 
i of W that ſhould betray him: As alſo the Concern 
1 as St. Peter expreſſeth in his deſite to know what 
Et- ſhould become of this his intimate Friend (for ſuch 
2arts this day's. Saint and he were, as by ſeveral Inſtan- 
Ma- ces we find recorded of their Familiarity ; as 
| B 2 haltning 


ö 
| 
I | 
| 


} 
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haſtning together to the Sepulchre, their going to. 
gether to the Temple at the Hour of Prayer, thc 
Miracle of healing they wronght together, the' 
preaching to the People, and being made Pr.. 
ſoners at the ſame time by the Chief Prieſts an 
Sadducees, and their pleading their own Cauſc 
the next day before the Sanhedrim, and in thts 
place his ſollicitous Enquiry what ſhould ba the 


Fate of his Friend) and upon our Bleſſed Sari- 


our's Anſwer to St. Peter's Queſtion, is built thut 
commonly receiv'd Error, 
ſhould never die; which Anſwer of our Saviol.. 
relates only to his coming to the Deſtruction of 


Feraſalem, which this holy Apoſtle ſurviv'd ma 


ny Years. 


* 


IN NOCENTS-D Ax, Dec. 28. 


was ſurpriz'd with the Noiſe of the Birth of a 
New King of the Jews, and that too of the Roy- 


al Stock and Lineage of David, whom he was iv- Þ 


form'd the wiſe Men from the Eaſt were come 
to worſhip by the Direction of a Star. This Ru- 
mour ſtartled him ſo much, that immediately 
he call'd a Council of the Chief Prieſts and 
Scribes (Perſons beſt skill'd in the Law and the 
Prophets) to demand of them where this young 
King was to be born; who all agree that (ac- 
cording to repeated Prophecies and rung 
| t , the 


— 
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that this Diſcip'e“ 


1 Feſtival is celebrated by the Church in | 
Commemoration of thoſe holy Innocents, Þ 
who fell a Sacrifice (as upon this Day) to the“ 
Ambition of the cruel Tyrant Herod, who had 
newly acquir'd the Government (with the Title 
of King) of Judæa from the Emperor Auguſtus. 
He had not been long poſſeſs'd of it, before he Þ 
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' (15) 
the Place muſt be Bethlebem of Judea. Herod 
| finding all Circumſtances thus accord in the 
*Pirth of Chriſt, whole Title to that Crown he 
conceiv'd much better than his own; he thought 
no way ſo proper to ſecure his precarions pre- 
ended Right, as by deſtroying the young Prince 
{that had a real one, 

So jealous are Uſurpers of Hereditary Right, 
that they ſtick at no Barbarity to prevent its ta- 


king place. This was ſufficiently inſtanc'd in the 


+ unheard-of Maſſacre this day executed upon the 
poor holy Innocents. 


Let before he ventut'd upon this unparallell'd 
Cruelty, he firſt try'd how far the ſpecious Pre- 
2} tence of Religion would ſerve his bloody Deſigns ; 
and to this end order'd the wife Men (when they 
dad found the Holy Child Yeſas) to bring him 
word that he might go and worſhip him; tho? at 
the ſame time he thought of nothing leſs: For as 
ga Meſſiah he did not value him, only under the 
Pretext of pores we. Chriſt, he hoped for an 
Opportunity to deſtroy the King of the Jews. 

But no ſooner found he himtelf mock'd and 
E diſappointed by the wiſe Men (who were di- 
q rected by God to return home another way) but 


be preſently pulls off the Mask of Hypocrifie, 


and ſhews. himſelf a true Edomite (from which 

Stock he ſprang) which very Name beſpeaks 

Blood, proves his Legitimacy from the Family 

of Efax by his Inhumanity, and engtoſſes his Pe- 
digree in Characters of innocent Blood. 

And tho* God has peremptorily ſaid, Whoever 
feds Man's Blood, by Man ſhall his Blood be ſped, yet 
(like David's Man in Proſperity) he thought him» 
ſelf placed in too high a Station for ſuch Threats; 
and rather than endure the Thoughts of a Com- 
petitor to his Crown, reſoly'd not to leave a 

Child living in Bethlebem, and all the Go 
| roun 


(16) 


round about it: Whereupon he caus'd fuch a 
barbarous Maſſacre upon thoſe holy Innocent 
Children, as not only Rache/, but all Ramah, 
was filled with Lamentations; and the whole . 
City of Judah, and all the adjacent Places put G! 
in deep Mourning for their butcher'd Infants; bat 
which the Greek Church computes to be in Num-Þ _ - 
ber about 14000. 05 
We ſhall not be too nice in enquiring into the] the 
Reaſons, why God ſuffer'd ſo many Innocent Pts 
Children to be murther'd by the hand of a bloody fn 
Tyrant: Whether it might be for the inhoſpi-E 
table Treatment the Bleſſed Virgin met with the 
from the Bethlehemites at our Bleſſed Saviour's ki 
Birth, or for the little regard they. had either to 
the Prophecies concerning him, or to the Mei-F 
ſage and Joy of the Shepherds, or to the Offer-Þ De 
ings and Worſhip they paid to the Mefliah: Je 
Whether upon theſe Accounts God might not be 
graciouſly pleas'd to puniſh ſuch obdurate Pa- 
rents by taking away their Children, not only 
from them, but from the Miſeries of a ſinful Life, 
and the Errors of a corrupt Education, to make C 
them the Inſtruments of his Glory by the Crown 
of Martyrdom. 

Te Conſiderations this Day's Feſtival recom- 
mends to us are chiefly theſe, 

1. From Hero's pretending to worſhip Chritl 
With a deſign to murder him; learn we, to take 
care how we cloak any wicked deſigns under the 
Pretence of Religion. 

2, To be careful in the virtnous Education of 
our Children, leſt God bereave us of them as 1 
Puniſhment to us, tho?” as a Bleſſing to them, in 
delivering them out of our hands trom the cor- 
rupt Principles they might otherwiſe imbibe from 
wicked Parents. 


3. To 
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the Frame and Temper of our Minds. 
cent pray with the Church in this day's Collect, That 
© ſince God has been pleas'd to ordain Strength out 
of the Mouths of Babes and Sucklings, and make 
them glorifie him by their Deaths, that he would 


kill and mortifie all Vices in us, and ſo ſtrengthen 


— 
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3. To bear patiently whatever Afflictions God 
in his Mercy or Juſtice ſhall inflict upon us, even 
the parting with our dear Children whenever he 
ſnall think fit to make them Inſtruments of his 
Glory, tho* torn from their Mothers Breaſt by the 
hands of perſecuting Tyrants. 

And Laſtly, To make us true Diſciples of 


Chriſt, that we may become as little Children in 
Let us 


us with his Grace ; that by the Innocency of our 


Lives and Conſtancy of our Faith, even unto 
Death, we may glorifie his Holy Name, through 


Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
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NEW-VEARS- DA: Jan. 1. 
Or the CIRc u ISIN of CHRIS r. 


E celebrate this Feaſt in Memory of our 
Lord's Circumciſion. 

As all Federal CompaQs have ſome ſolemn 

outward Rites of Ratification, ſo God appointed 


Circumciſion as the Seal of the Covenant, which 


he -was pleas'd to enter into with Abraham and 
his Poſterity, Cen. xvii. 9, 10, 11. God ſaid unto 
Abraham h Halt keep my Covenant. This is my 
Covenant which ye ſhall keep between me and you, 
and thy Seed after thee; every Man- child among you 
ſhall be circumcisd, and ye gal circumciſe the Fleſh 
of your Foreskin, and it ſhall be a token of the Cove- 
nant betwixt me and you. Which Precept was af- 
terwards not only incorporated into the Body — 
the 


(18) 


the Jewiſh Law, and entertain'd with the bighen 


Venefation, but tely'd on as the main Foundation 
of their Hopes of * tance with God. But a 
the Law was only a Shadow of good things to 
come, and not the very Image of the things them. 
ſelves; and therefore tho? the Law came by. A.. 
ſes, yet Grace and Truth came by Jeſus Chrijl 


It was time for Moſes to reſign the Chair, Wen 


this Prophet came into the World. Ceremonies 
could be of no longer uſe, when the Subſtance 


appeat'd, 1. e. when the promis'd Meffiah came 


into the World, whom the Apoſtle calls the Me. 


diator of a better Covenant; who for our ſakes 


took upon him the Curſe of the Law, being made 
Sin for us, and becoming a Surety for us Sinners 
to an offended Deity, ſealing the Covenant, as 
upon this Day, (by undergoing the cruel Rite of 
Circumciſion) with ſome drops of that his mot 
precious Blood, which he deſign'd to pour on: 
whole upon the Croſs, for the Redemption ot 
Mankind. | 

How ſevere, burthepſome and ſetvile the Mo- 
ſaical Diſpenſation was, is very plain to any Per. 
ſon that reads the State of the Jewiſh Churci; 


As the multitude of their ſolemn ſtated times ot 


Worſhip; their New Moons and Ceremonia, 
Sabbaths ; the Charges, as well as Fatigue oi 
their tedious Journeys to Jeraſalem, to offer their 
roger Far very coſtly) Sacrifices ; their Wor: 

ips and Purifications, beſides innumerable lit- 
tle Ceremonies (and thoſe too commanded to 
be obſerv'd under ſevere Penalties) which were 
| ſuch heavy burthens, aud ſo grievous to bs born, 
that the very Apoſtles complain'd it was a yoke 
upon their Necks, which neither they nor their 
Fathers were able to beat: And, to add to the 
Severity of the Law, at their admiſſion to be 
Members of the Jewiſh Church (as Chriſtians 
ente 
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enter into Covenant with God, by the Sacra- 


ment of Baptiſin) their new born Infants on the 
eighth Day were bound to undergo the painful Ce- 
remony of Circumciſion, otherwiſe that Soul to 
be cut off from God's People; this Duty being 
enjoyn'd to Abraham, under this ſevere Penalty, 
as a Token of the Covenant made with him and 

his Poſterity, that they might carry in their Bodies 
that Badge of diſtinction, as the Seal of their In- 


Theritance to the Land of Promiſe, and a Token 


of their being the ſelect People of God. 
Thus our Bleſſed Saviour, who came not to 


deſtroy, but to fulfil the whole Law, as a Son of 


Abraham (tho' before Abraham was, he ii under- 


went this ſevere part of the Law, not only to 
take the heavy Yoke of the Law from off our 


Shoulders, and deliver us from the Severity of 
its Commands, but alfo to ſhew us that he came 
to ſuffer the Puniſhment dne to our Sins, and 
to attone for them by his own moſt precious 
Blood. | 

And this being the time when they impoſed 
names upon theic Children (that the whole Cere- 
mony might be regularly performed) the Goſpel 
for the Day informs us, that our Blefled Lord, 
at his Circumciſion, upon the eighth Day receiv'd 
the holy Name of Jeſus, as the Angel had dire&- 
ed before his immaculate Conception, 

And the ſame Angel giving this reaſon why he 
ſhould be ſo call'd, Becauſe he was ſent to ſave the 
People from their Sins, The Apoſtle has enjoyn'd 
ſuch a reverence to be paid to that holy Name by 
all Chriſtians, that as zhe Name of Jeſus every 
Knee ſhall bow. 

As our Bleſſed Saviour then ſuffer'd himſelf, 
and became obedient to the Law for us, let us 
endeavour to make a right uſe of the Benefits re- 
cely'd thereby. As, 

2 Firſt, 


(20) 
Firſt, Has our Bleſſed Saviour, by being obedi. 
ent to the Ceremonial Law, freed us from tte 
intolerable Obſervances thereof, and taught us tq 
ſerve God in a better, more eaſy, manly and ns. B 
tural way! 
Let us, in return, diligently obſerve the Law, 
and Precepts of the Goſpel. 

| Secondly, Has our Saviour, by ſhedding ſome o ; 
his Blood (as upon this Day) for us, broken dow: 
| the Partition Wall betwixt Jew and Gentile; {I C/ 
| that now there's no diſtinction, neither Jew not an 
| 


Greek, Male nor Female, Bond nor Free, bu be 
we are all one in Chrift Feſus; and in every N E. 
i tion, he that fears God, and works Righteouſneſs, i Li 
1 accepted with him in 
0 Let us who are thus led into the way of Truth St 
hold the Faith in Unity of Spirit, in the Bond off ref 


g Peace, and in Righteouſneſs of Life. dig 
'' Thirdly, Was our Lord, as upon this Day, call'4 the 
1 Jeſus, that he might ſave us from our Sins! tis 


| | Let us who name the Name of Chril, depan tio 
from Iniquity. And as we receive our Chriſtian pr. 
[ Names, when we enter into Covenant with pre 
God by the Sacrament of Baptiſm (in lieu of the tre 
1 painful Rite of Circumciſion.) Let our Chriſti wi 
| an Names always put us in mind of our BaptiſÞ pr: 
| mal Vow; which, that we may the better per- wi 
1 form, let us conſtantly pray (as in the Colled pre 
for the Day) © That we may have the true Cit- the 
« cumcition of the Heart, and that all our Mem- P1; 
© bers may be ſo mortify'd, from all world the 
„ and carnal Lyuſts. that we may in all things Sy 
« obey his bleſſed Will, thro' the ſame our Lord 
„ Jeſus Chriſt. fan 
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The TWELFTH-Dav. 
Being the EeipHANyY; of tbe Feaft of the 


Manifeſtation of CHRIST to the Gentiles, 
Jan. 6. 


JR word properly fignifies Appearance ; 
and is here more emphatically us'd for 
Chriſt's Appearance in the World at his Birth, 


and yet more particularly his Manifeſtation, or 
being made known to thoſe wiſe Men of the 
Eaſt, among the Gentiles, who were famous for 


Learning, eſpecially their Knowledge and Skill 


in Aſtronomy; who obſerving an extraordinary 
Star, differing in Luftre and Magnitude from the 
| reſt in the Heavens, and concluding ſuch a Pro- 


digy mult preſage ſomething unuſual, and worth 
their enquiry, toak a Journey to Jeraſalem to ſa- 
tisfy their Curioſity : Perhaps the general ExpeQta- 
tion the Jews had expreſs'd about this time of the 
promiſed Meſſiah, had reach'd their Country, and 
probably made them the more inquiſitive, In 
treating upon the Maſſacre of the holy Innocents, 
we have mention'd the Uneaſineſs Herod ex- 
preſs'd, when he was inform'd of the Cauſe of the 
wiſe Men's coming to Jeraſalem, from whence they 
proceeded on their Journey, by the dire ᷑ion of 
the ſame Star, which guided them directly to the 
Place, where (to their great Joy and Satisfaction) 
they found the holy Child Feſus wrapt up in 
Swathling Clothes, and lying in a Manger. 

Yet, notwithſtanding they found the holy In- 
fant in this deſpicable Condition, theſe very Hea- 
thens could not but diſcern and acknowledge his 
Divinity: And, according to the Eaſtern Cuſtom, 
where they uſually bring Preſents, when they make 
their court to their ron they preſented him 


2 with 
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tion'd in the ſecond Leſſon for the Morning 


( 22 ) | 
with ſome of the richeft Products of their Coun- 
try; ie. Gold (as a King) Frankincenſe (as a 
God) and Myrrhe (as a Man.) Thus theſe wiſe 


Men became Tributary to this Great King of the 
whole World, not only. worſhipping him with tt 


their Bodies (falling down at his Feet) but with I *! 


their Subſtance; teaching us hereby how to ad- f. 
dreſs and apply our ſelves to God, not to pre- 
ſume to appear before the Lord empty, but re- 01 
member that our Alms and Oblations are as ne- 
ceſſary a Duty as our Prayers and Thankſgivings. 

In thoſe extraordinary Feſtivals in the Jewiſh 
Church, which laſted for ſeveral Days, the fir 
and the laſt were always high Days. Thus, that 4 
we may not be leſs grateful than the Jews, for Þþ 
God's great Mercies and Deliverances, the Chri- th: 
ſtian Church has always appointed ſome other th: 
Days to attend her high Feaſts, and particularly 1 
twelve to accompany the great Feſtival of our | 
Bleſſed Saviour's Nativity: And tho* each oi the 
'em is kept in memory of Chriſt's Appearance in in 
the World; yet this, being the concluding Day, ( 
is more particularly* obſerv'd by the Church, In, 


and diſtinguiſh'd more exprefſly by the name of 


the Epiphany, and accordingly has proper Offices vez 
appointed for it. In Latin 'tis render'd Epiphanie, i #4 
in the plural number, becauſe on this ſame Day £'V 
(tho* not in the ſame Year) there were three ein 
Epiphanies or Manifeſtations of our Lord, which the 
are mention'd in the Service for the Day. The mir 
firſt was his Maniteſtation, by the direction off wh 
the Star, which we have recorded in this Day's e 
Goſpel. The ſecond, the Manifeſtation of the Qu 
Glorious Trinity at our Saviour's Baptiſm, men up 


The third, the Manifeſtation of his divine Nature 
by his Miracle of turning Water into Wine, 
which we read in the ſecond Leſſon for the 
Evening. 1 An 
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And as we find, from the Nativity to the 
Fpiphany, the Church takes care, by her Offices, 
to make Chriſt's Humanity, or Manifeltation in 
the Fleſh, plain and conſpicuous to us; ſo from 
the Epiphany, to the Sunday call'd Septuageſima, 
ſhe is as induſtrious in manifeſting to us his Divi- 
nity, by entertaining us with the Hiſtory of ſome 
of his firſt Miracles. 


PET 


— 


SUNDAYS after EpiPHANY, 


TE firſt Sunday, we have an account of his 


diſputing at twelve Years old, and baffling 


| the great Jewiſh Doctors to that degree, that all 
that heard him were aſtoniſh'd at his Underſtand- 


ing and Anſwers. 


In the ſecond Sunday's Goſpel, we have related 


| the Miracle he wrought at the Marriage of Cana 
in Gal:/ee, turning Water into Wine. 


On the third, We read of his miraculous cu- 


ring the L: per. 


On the fourth, His filling the raging of the 


Sea, by a word of his Mouth. 


And as theſe four Sundays laſt mention'd have 


O3 


given us a glimpſe of Chriſts Glory, manifeſted 
in part to us, in his Miracles upon Earth; ſo 
the Offices for the fifth and ſixth Sundays put us in 
mind of that great and terrible Day of the Lord, 
when he ſhall appear in his full Glory, and come 
accompany'd with his holy Angels, to judge the 
Quick and the Dead; and that we may be found 
upon our guard, and duly qualify'd to be made 
like unto him, when he ſhall thus manifeſt him- 
ſelf to us, at his ſecond Coming in Power and great 
Glory, we cannot addreſs God in more pathetical or 
more ſuitable words, than the Church has furniſh'd 
us with, in the Collect for the jaſt Sunday in Epi- 
fbany. 


Skrrua- 
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SEPTUAGESIMA, SEXAGESIMA, and Quiy- 


QUAGESIMA-SUNDAYS. 
The Third, ſecond and laſt Sundays before Lewr. 


'® NE of our moſt judicious Ritualiſts tells us, 
the beſt reaſon he can find out of many given 
tor the names ot theſe Sundays, is, in his Opini- 
on, from the ſequel of Numbers (as he calls it 


4 conſequentia numerandi) the firſt Sunday in Lent 


(or of the Forty Days Faſt) being call'd Quadra- 
geſima, becauſe forty Days before Eaſter, and the 
zunday before that, being yet farther from Eaſter, 
and Five being the next number above Four, it is 
therefore call'd Quinguageſima, and the Sunday 


| before that Sexage/ima, and for the ſame reaſon 


this firſt is call'd Sepraage/ima. And the reaſon 
why theſe Sundays are thus particularly diſtin- 
guiſh'd, is, that we may take the more notice of 
them, as deſign'd by the Church to prepare us for 
the exchange of our Feaſting into Faſting, our 
Chriſtmas for a Lent. | 
- Thus the Church takes care gradually to wean 
us from thoſe Raptures of Joy, which the. wel- 
come coming of a Saviour muſt needs have crea- 
ted in a linking helpleſs People; to the intent that 
without ſurprize we may be brought calmly and 
deliberately to conſider upon thuſe inexpreflible 
Ag-nies our bleſſed Redeemer ſubmitted himſelf 
to undergo, that at length being made perfect 
thro' Sufterings, he might entirely compleat our 
Title to eternal Happineſs. 

We are here (as it were) call'd from Bezble- 


hem to Mount-Calvary, not to behold the holy 


Child Jeſus (whom nothing but infinite Love and 


Compaſſion to a periſhing People, drew from 


Heaven) wrapt up in ſwathling Clothes, and 1y- 
ing in a Manger; but the King of the Jews, the 
Captain 
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Captain of our Salvation, dragged and nailed to 
IN- Na Croſs, and that too, even by thoſe infamous un- 
grateful Wretches whom he came purely to reſcue 
trom eternal Miſery: And inſtead of good Ti- 
dings of great Joy, our Ears are now to be en- 
tertain'd with the loud and bitter Cries of an ex- 
piring Saviour; a Voice ſo loud and of ſuch force, 
that it rent the very Rocks: And ſure the Com- 
memoration thereof ſhould have this effect upon 
our Hearts, that being brought to a due ſenſe of 
our Sins, by conſidering their dire effects (which 
| made the Son of God, the Joy of all Nations, cry 
out and die) we may repent and be converted, 
that our ITniquities may be blotted out, when the 
time of refreſhing ſhall come from the Preſence 
of the Lord. 
And to pr", us with the leſs uneaſineſs 
to part with theſe Sins, in the Epiſtle for Seprua- 
geſima the Apoſtle enjoins the Duties of Abſti- 
| nence, Temperance and Repentance; and gives 
us his own example how to keep our Bodies in 
| ſubjeQion by the Lenten Exerciſes of Faſting and 
$ Mortification. 

As alſo in the Epiſtle for Seæageſima, we have a 
large account of the Apoſtles ſuffering for the 
Faith, ſet down as a Pattern for us to follow, it 
ever we ſhould be perſecuted for our Religion. 

And becauſe our Prayers, Faſtings, Sufferings, 
and all our doings without Charity are nothing 
worth, we have (in the Epiſtle for Qamqaageſima) 
that excellent Gitt, the Bond of Peace, and ot all 
Virtue, as that Days Collect terms it) moſt pow + 
erfully recommended by the ſame Apoltie, which 
is inculcated by the Church at this time, as 
* being a duty more particularly incumbent upon 
us during the holy approaching Seaſon ſet apart 
by the Church for Falting and Humiliation, and 
he by us call'd, 
in | C4. LEXNP. 
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Lent. 
The Forty Days before EASTER. 


— forty Days Faſt ſeems to be in a manner 
as ancient as the Feſtival of the ReſurreQti- 
on; for in the early Ages of the Church, when 
the diſpute was hot about the time of the obſerva- 
tion of Eaſter ; both the contending Parties agreed 
It to be at the end of the forty Days Faſt, which 
they then call'd the ante-paſchal Faſt, by us call'd 
Lent, the old Saxon word for Spring. 

This particular number of forty Days we find 
frequently uſed for extraordinary Humiliations, 
and deprecating God's Judpments. Moſes and 
Elias faſted forty Days; the Nizevites had the ve- 
r) ſame ſpace of time allow'd for their Repen- 
tance; our Bleſſed Saviour, when he was pleas'd 
for our ſakes and example to afflict himſelf with 
Faſting, obſerv'd the ſame preciſe number of 
Days: In imitation whereof, and in conformity 
to primitive Practice, the Church (till retaius and 
enjoyns a penitential Seaſon before Eaſter conſiſt— 
ing of the ſame number of Days; that ſo far as 
Il we are able we may ſuffer with our Bleſſed Savi- 
our here, in order to reign with him hereafter. 

And as his ineffable Sufferings ended in a glori— 

ous and joyful Reſurrection, ſo the Church con- 

cludes our Lexten Afflictions at Eaſter, a time of 
Exultation and Joy. 
1 The Spring is a proper Seaſon of the Vear to 
Il reſtrain and ſubdue our Affections, our Blood be- 
ing then in its higheſt Ferment, 'tis the fitteſt time 
to prepare our Souls by this Courte of ſpiritual 
Phyſick, i. e. Faſting and Prayer, for that heaven- 


— 
— ˙ üwX . 


ly Banquet provided for our Eaſter entertainment; 


the Church (by her Rubrick) enjoyning all Chri- 
| ſtians, 


' 
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ſtians on that Day to participate of the ſpiritual 
E Feaſt of the Body and Blood of Chriſt, has there- 
fore appointed this time of Faſting and Prayer for 
their Preparation, that judging themſelves they 
may not be judged of the Lord. | 

As God commanded the [ſraelites to afflict 
themſelves, and eat bitter Herbs before the Paſchal 
Lamb; ſo the Church obliges us too, during the 
holy time of Lent, to employ our ſelves in works 
of Piety, Charity, Faſting, Prayer, Mortification 
and Penance, before we preſume to come to that 
holy Table, to eat and drink the myſtical Body 
© and Blood of that true Paſchal Lamb of God that 
© takes away the Sins of the World. | 


ASHWEDNESDAY. 
The Firſt Day of LENr. 


g 1 the firſt Day of Leut, and conſe- 

1 quently a Day of more than ordinary Humi- 
liation, pious Chriſtians in former times were 
wont to cloath themſelves in Sackcloth, to expreſs 
Leit Humility and Unworthineſs; and to put 
themſelves in mind of their Mortality, and how 
little worthy they were to live, or rather how 
much they deſerv'd to dye and be reduc'd to their 
firſt principles of Duſt and Aſhes; they were alſo 
wont to ſprinkle Aſhes upon their Heads; from 
which ancient Cuſtom, this Day has the name of 
Aſhwedneſday. This, and the three following 
Days in this Week, ate taken in to make up the 
number of forty Days of Leut; for taking out the 
ix Sundays in Lenz (all Sundays being Feſtivals) 
In fix Weeks there remain only thirty fix Days, 
„ four being added, make up the number 
at forty. | 

Upon this Day notorious Sinners were put to 
open 
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open Penance in a moſt ſolemn manner; the Pe. 
nitents preſenting themſelves to the Biſhop or chief 
Prieſt of the place, at the Church-doors, barefooted 
and cloath'd in Sackcloth, their Heads hanging 
down with tears in their Eyes, and all other out- 
ward expreſſions of a guilty Conſcience, as wel 
as demonſtrations of a ſorrowful and dejected 
Mind; then being brought into the Church, pro- 
ſtrate upon the ground, beggivg for Abſolution 
with Tears, after ſinging ſome penitential Pſalms, 
the Biſhop or chief of the Clergy, lay hands upon 
them (not to abſolve, but) to ratify their Penance, MCh 
which was then enjoyn'd proportionable to their M * 
Crimes: Thoſe who were guilty of Sins of 2 L. 
deeper dye, had the Sentence of Excommunicati- N. 
on paſſed upon them, and were not admitted to M. 
Reconciliation, till after a tedious courſe of Pe- 
nance. This was the practice in the primitive 
times, when the Church took this care of her 
Children to puviſh them in this World, that their 1 
Souls might be ſaved in the Day of the Lord. In- 
ſtead of which godly Diſcipline (which our ; 
Church, in the beginning of this Day's Office Wau 
wiſhes may be reſtor'd) the general Sentences of ty 
God's Curling againſt impenitent Sinners are or- nes 
der'd to be read, and the People, by their Amen, Whol 
to affirm their belief and aſſent that the Curſe of Mont 
God is due to ſuch Sinners without Repentance. W ſelf 
This Office is call'd Commination, upon the ac- Wl (er! 
count of the Curfes this Day denounc'd again full 
impenitent Sinners. Then the Church proceeds ho! 
with an excellent and pathetical Diſcourſe of the W fro 
nature and neceſſity of Repentance : And after a Le 
penitential Pfalm, the Lord's Prayer, and ſome 
ſuitable Suffrages, the Office concludes with three 
devout Prayers, the laſt emphatically expreſſing 
the hearty Sorrow of an humble and ſincere Fes 1 


nitent. ſer 
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Fe. In the Epiſtle, which is taken out of the Prophet 
-hief Noel, we have firſt an Exhortation to Repentance, 
oted then a ſolemn Faſt proclaim'd, with a Litany to 
ging de us'd upon it, Spare thy People, O Lord, &c. 
out. Then the place order'd for the Litany Desk, or 
well Wwhere the Priefts or Miniſters of the Lord ſhould 
Eted {read the Litany, viz. in the Body of the Church, 
pro- between the Porch and the Altar. 

tion The holy Goſpel is a diſſuaſive againſt Hypo- 
Ims, Weriſy and Covetouſncſs, moſt proper for a ſea- 


pon 


ſon wholly appropriated to Works of Piety and 
ce, 


Charity. 
beit The Collect (which is appointed to be uſed all 
of 2% Leut) is an humble acknowledgment of our hear- 
au, Contrition and Sorrow for our Sins, begging 
* Mercy and Forgiveneſs for the ſame. 
. 


tive SUN DAYS in LENT. 


her 

heir W 1 Epiſtle for the Fix Sr SUNDAY directs us 
In- how to arm our ſelves againſt Afflictions. 

— The Goſpel gives us the Hiſtory of our Savi- 
ce 


our's Temptations, with an account of his Vido- 
ry over them; firſt to ſhew us that the Devil is 
never more buſy, than when we are employ'd in 
holy Exerciſes; Chriſt himfelf was no ſooner 
out of the Laver of Baptiſm, but he finds him- 
ſelf in the fire of Temptations : Secondly to pre- 
ac. ſerve us from deſpair of Conqueſt ; if we man- 
101 BY fully reſiſt him in the Faith, God will ſend his 
ed; holy Angels to miniſter to us, and protect us 
the Bi from all his Aſſaults: And this ſecond Week in 
= Lent, is one of thoſe call'd, | 
) | 


ng FE MBER-WEEKS. 
Pee Whereof there are four appointed to be ob- 


ſerv'd in the Year, This the firſt ; the ſecond, 
lo Whitſunweek ; 
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Whitſunweek; the third after the fourteenth day 
of September, and the fourth after the thirteenth 
day of December. They are call'd in Latin, 
Fejunia quatuor Temporum, the ſtated Faſts of the 
tour Seaſons of the Year. Hereby the Church 
Jets us underſtand, that Chriſtians are no way; 
inferiour in their Devotions to the Jews, who 
obſerved four ſolemn Faſts, Zechar. viii. 19. Thu 
dedicating to God our firſt Fruits, by ſetting a 
part the beginning of the ſeveral Seaſons to the 
Worſhip of God, and imploring his Bleſſing by 
Faſting and Prayer upon the Ordinations appoint. 
ed on the Sundays following theſe Ember Days; 
theſe being the only times (except upon extraor- 
dinary occaſions) that by the 31ſt Canon the B. 
ſhops are to ordain Prieſts and Deacons to ſerve as 
in the ſacred Miniſtry of the Church. And this MW ti 
ſolemn preparation to the Ordination of Mini- 

ſters (that the Biſhops may lay hands ſuddenly on 
no Man, as we pray in the Collect to be read on SI 
theſe days) is obſerv'd in imitation of the Apo- ral 
files, who faſted and pray'd before they ordain'd WW (as 
Perſons to ſacred Offices by the impoſition of W co 
hands. | lt up 
The Days for Faſting and Prayer on this occa- &i 
ſion, are the Wedneſdays, Fridays and Saturdays W: 
before the ordination Sundays, and are call'd Ein- 
ber-days, either becauſe ſuch times of Humilia- 

tion were accompany'd with ſprinkling Aſhes or fre 
Embers upon their heads, or becauſe it was cu- T. 
ſtomary on thoſe days to eat no Bread but Cakes MW on 
baked under Embers, to put them in mind of to 
their Mortality, as not knowing how ſoon they of 
might be reduc'd to Aﬀhes. of 


| Br 
The SEeconD SUNDAY in Lexzt recommends Pe 
Temperance and Abſtinence. le 


The 


31 


dar The Tmp, upon the ſhortneſs of our Life, 
ent Nenjoyns perſeverance in well doing, and ſhews us 
** the danger of a relapſe. 

the 


The FourTn, which we call Midlent- Sunday, 
was of old call'd Dominica Refectionis, or the Day of 


who WRefreſhment; Chriſtians being wont on that Day 
[ hus to take a more than ordinary Sunday's repalt. 
g + WW Thus the Church intermixes Joy and Comfort 
the with Sorrow and Afflictions. The Goſpel enter- 
3 by WM tains us with the Miracle our Saviour wrought to 
int. ¶ feed ſo many hungry Souls. And in many parts 
ays; of this Nation (according to primitive practice) 
act. tis the cuſtom ſtill, on this Day, to teaſt as many 
Bi. ot our Children as diſtance of place will permit; 
erve as alſo, Strangers and poor People, who at ſuch 
this WY times eſpecially ought not to be forgotten. 

ini. 

on; On the FTU SUNDAY, (which is call'd Paſſion» 
on Sunday) we begin to prepare for our Lord's Fune- 
* ral, which the Epiſtle treats of, and the Goſpel 
in 


las a preliminary to his Sufferings) gives an ac— 
count of the reproachful Slanders the Jews threw 
upon him; a wicked cuſtom (ſtill too much pra- 
ca. Qtis'd) to blaſt the Reputation of a Man, to make 
way for farther Indignities upon his Perſon. 


1a" WF The SixTH SUNDAY is call'd Palm-Sanday, 
or WW fromthe Peoples cutting down Branches of Palm- 

cu Trees, and ſtrewing their Garments in the way as 
our Bleſſed Saviour rode in Triumph from Bethany 
of to Jeruſalem, and was welcom'd by the Hoſannahs 

ICY of the Multitude. But ſee the unſteady temper 
of the common People, and how little popular 

Breath is to be valu'd or rely'd upon; for the ſame 

ds Perſon whom they this day unanimouſly acknow- 
ledge as their King with the loudeſt * 

Ls 0 
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of Joy and Hoſannabs in the Higheſt, in a very fey 
days after they bawl as loud to have him cruci. 
fy'd as the vileſt of MalefaQors, with an aue 
with him, away with him; Cruciſie him. 

The Hiſtory of this doleſul Tragedy being out 
Chriſtian Entertainment for the enſuing Week 
(having Offices for every Day) it has acquir'd the 
name of the Great Week, the Holy Week, Paſſun 
Week, or the Week of Faſts; theſe fix Days being 
always ſolemniz'd by pious Chriftians with great. 
er ſtrictneſs in their Devotions, and more ſevere 
Works of Repentance than the preceding ording 
ry time of Leut. | 

The Thurſday in this Week is call'd Mannaay- 
Thurſday, in Latin Dies Mandati, from the Com- 
mand our Bleſſed Saviour on this day left his Diſ- 
ciples to waſh one anothers feet as he had donc their, 
And upon this day ſuch Penitents as had upon 
Aferwedneſday been excluded from the Church, 
were, upon their full and fincere Confeſſion and 
Repentance, receiv'd again into the Church, and 
admitted to the Sacrament of the Body and Blood 
of Chriſt, in Commemoration of its Inſtitution 
the day after he was betray'd, as the Epiſtle for 
the day mentions. The next day is call'd, 


' GoopDp-FriDay. 
The Friday before EASTER. 


A Good and happy Day to us, inſomuch as by 
this expiatory Sacrifice of the moſt precious 
Budy and Blood of Chriſt, the Sins of the whole 
World were this day atton'd for, our eternal Re- 
demption purchas'd, God fatisfy'd, and we there- 
by deliver'd from the Wrath to come, and con- 

ſequently is the ground of all our Joy. 
ut if we properly look upon our Bleſſed S8 
viour's Paſſion with reſpect to the cauſe * 
then 
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y fey Mthen ſurely the proſpect of this woful Tragedy can- 
cruci. Wnot but deeply engrave thoſe Characters of Blood 
aug upon our Hearts; ſince we are not call'd upon as 
unconcern'd Spectators to gaze upon a crucify'd 
g our Saviour, but as Acceſlaries to look upon im whom 
VV eck be have pierced; for *twas our Sins that occaſion'd 
'd the meſe Wounds to be inflicted on the Meſſias. 
27 To heighten our devout Sorrow then to a pitch 
being (as far as we are able) ſuitable to the occaſion, 
great. ¶ let us conſider the Per ſon that fuffer'd for us, and 
evere the nature of his Sufferings. 5 
ding The Perſon that ſuffer'd for us was Jeſus Chriſt, 
the only begotten Son of God, the eternal Son 
of the Father, begotten before all Worlds, very 
God of very God, the Prince of Glory, the pro- 
mis'd Meſſiah; who for us Men, and for our Sal- 
vation took our Nature upon him; and in that 
Nature, being till the Perſon he was before, pur- 
chas'd his Church with the price of his own Blood. 
And whilſt he appear'd upon Earth, his whole 
Life was a eontinu'd Series of Sufferings, Affli- 
Qions, Perſecutions, Injuries and Affronts, from 
his deſpicable Birth in a Stable to his Shameful 
Death upon the Croſs; and this not only from his 
Enemies, but his Friends; he was betray'd by one 
Diſciple, deny'd by another, deſerted for ſome 
time by them all: He was accuſed by falſe Wit- 
neſſes, bound, ſcourg'd, buffeted, and deſpight- 
fully ufed by the rade Soldiers, made the ſcorn and 
ridicule of the High Prieſt and the reſt of his un- 
ous W juſt inſulting Judges; at laſt rabbled to Death 
hole W with the Clamours of the Mob, whom nothing 
Re- but his Blood would ſatisfie; and no Death but a 
cre- MW Crucifixion, the moſt ignominious painful lin- 
on- gring Death they could inflict upon the moſt no- 
torious MalefaQors; and accordingly (as upon 
Sa- MF this day) our Bleſſed Saviour was nail'd to a Croſs, 
fit, Where, after he had hung ſeveral hours, he gave 
And 


hen W vp the Ghoſt, 
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And as the Sufferings of his Body were inen. 
preſſible, ſo the Sufferings of his Mind were uncon- 
ceivable ; as appears by his bitter Agonies and bloody 
Sweat in the Garden, when his precious Soul wy 
exceeding ſorrowful even unto Death, thrice put- 
ting up his Petition to the Father with vehemence, 
that if it were poſſible that bitter Cup might paſs from 
Him; and at laſt that horrible anguiſh of Spirit he 
ſo paſſionately expreſſed upon the Croſs, crying 
out, My God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken me 

Now, when we have thus confider'd the Qua- 
lity of the Perſon that thus ſuffer'd, and the Na. 
ture as well as Cauſe of his Sufferings ; that it was 
we that crown'd him with Thorns, we that nai!'d 

his Hands and his Feet, and we that pierc'd his 
ſide with a Spear; as this conſideration ovght to 
create in us the gteateſt Sorrow, as well as Hor- 
ror and Deteſtation for our Sins that occaſion's it; 
fo we can do no leſs, in this reſpe&, than obſerve 
this day with the greateſt ſtrictneſs, as a ſolemn 
day of Faſting, and Humiliation, - and Sorrow; 
and in commemoration of our Saviour's Paſſion 
upon this day, all the Fridays in the Year are 
Faſts, as the Sundays are Feaſts in memory of 
his Reſurrection. 

And as upon this day our Bleſſed Saviour dy'd 
praying for his Enemies, ſo the Church upon this 
day expreſſes her Charity in praying for the Con- 
verſion of all Jews, Turks, Infidels, Hereticks, and 
all other Enemies to the Croſs of Chriſt. The 
next day is, 


EasTER-Eve. 


My ge being the Vigil of the great Feaſt of our 
1 Saviour's Reſurre&ion, the Church has al- 
ways obſerv'd it with ſevere Faſting, even in 
5 | | thoſe 


4 


inen 
co Whoſe days when Saturdays were kept as Feſtivals) 
od a day of Mourning for the lofs of her Saviour, 


who this Day lay in the Grave, and deſcended in- 
o the State of the Dead. 

The Goſpel treats of his Body's lying in the 
zrave:; The Epiſtle of his deſcent into Hell. 
The Colle& prepares us for a holy and happy 


ying -ath, by mortifying our corrupt Affections, as the 

75 eceſſarj means to obtain a joyful Reſurrection. 
04: 

Na- 

was ; 

ail'd EASTER-D Ax: 


Dr the Feaſt of the Reſurrection of CHRIST. 
Being the Firft Sunday after the Firſt Full 


— Moon which happens after the One and 
ve Twentieth of March. f the Full Moon 
emn bappens on a Sunday, Eaſter-Day is the 
ow; WM Sunday after. F 
ſſion 5 . 
are WA Sweread upon Good Friday how Nature ſeem'd 
y of frighten'd into an Ecſtaſy at the Paſſion of our 
ord, the Sun masking himſelf under a veil of 
dy'd ick Clouds, the day as aſhamed of the Fact lea- 
| this Wing the World in Darkneſs, the veil of the Tem- 
on- Ne rent, and the hard Rocks fplit in ſunder ; fo 
,and N pon Eaſter- Day we find aſtoniſh'd Nature return 


o her Senſes, the Sun throws oft his dark Mzn- 
©, and chearfully riſes with the Sun of Righte- 
uſneſs; the baſhful day returns with Joy, becauſe 

better Light was come into the World; the ho- 
Apoſtles who wept and lamented for the Loſs 

| their Maſter, begin now to rejoyce ; their Grief 
out ad Soffow for his Death is this day turn'd into 
oy and Gladneſs upon the news of his glorious 
p deſurtection, whereby the laſt finiſhing ſtroke was 
nole Wiven by an Almighty _ to the great wer | | 
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of our Redemption, which makes this day the tk 
bigheſt (as it is the ancienteſt) of all Feaſts. Up. Ml b. 
on this day our Bleſſed Saviour not only triumph 
over Death and the Grave, but by becoming the a 
firſt Fruits of them that roſe from the Dead, open'd to 
us the Gate of eternal Life; thus his Reſurrection Pl 
was our Life, for if CHriſt had not riſen, we had 
ſtil! lain in our Sins; and in vain had he dy'd for 
us, it he had not riſen again for our Juſtification. 

As this days Solemnity has always been hither- 
to religiouſly obſerv'd, ſo the Church by her Ot. 
fices for this Feſtival, has made proviſion, that 
this marvellous Work of out Redemption may be 
had in everlaſting remembrance. 

Inſtead of the Morning Invitatory Pſalm, 0 
Come, let us ſing unto the Lord, &c. the Church 
has appointed three ſpecial Hymns to be read o 
ſung, referring to the Reſurtection. 

Firſt, As we have an Altar (whereof they har: 
no right to partake who ſerve the Tabernacle, and 
to which we mult bring all our Sacrifices, ſo we 
have a Paſlover too; for, Chriſt our Paſſover is ſa 
erificed for us; and the Church not only enjoys 
us to obſerve the Feaſt, but direQs us how to keep 
it, ot with the teaven of Malice and Wickedneſs, bit 
with the unleavened Bread of Sincerity and Truth. 

In the ſecond and third Hymns (which tht 
Church borrows alſo from the ſame Apoſtle vt. 
Paul) we not only call to mind the Hiſtory of out 
Saviour's ReſurreQion, but alſo celebrate the My: 
ftery of our own: And the Apoſtles reaſoning 5 
no leſs prevalent than comfortable; our Head | 
riſen, therefore the Members ſhall not be left be- 
hind; our Captain hath conquer'd, therefore his 
Souldiers ſhall not be made Captives; the firl 
Fruits are gather'd, therefore the Harveſt ſhall nat 
be neglected; our Nature hath put on Immottr 


tity in him that too it upon him, therefore 7 
8 that 


o 


643920 


that partake of this Nature ſhall be loſt in Death; 
but as Chriſt this Day rais'd himſelf from Death to 
Life, ſo by Chriſt and the Virtue of his Reſurre- 
ion ſhall we be made alive, and riſe again from 
Death to Life Eternal. Chr:#? ſubmitted to Man's 
Puniſhment, that he might deliver Man from it; 
he could reap no advantage to himſelf by rifing a- 
gain, who enjoy'd the Perfection of Bliſs before; 
neither had he ſuſtain'd any loſs by ſuffering that 
Body to moulder in the Grave, which rather e- 
clips'd than added to his Glory. 

The proper Pfa!ms both for Morning and Even- 
ing are a continu'd triumphant Song of Thankſgi- 
ving for Victory and Deliverance, particularly 
ſuited to the miraculous Work of the Reſurrection. 

The firſt Leſſons for Morning and Evening, cu- 
tertain us with the Types of this day; in that for 
the Morning, we have the Inſtitution of the Paſ- 
ſover! in that for the Evening, we have the I/ 
raelites Deliverance out of At. 

The ſecond Leſſon for the Morning teaches us 
what uſe we are to make of the Mercies of this 
day, that like as Chrift was this day raiſed from 
the dead by the Glory of the Father, ſo we alſo 
ſaould make ita Reſutrection to N@wnelſs of Lite, 
„% that Sin may have no more dominion over us. 

b te The ſecond Leſſon for the Evening gives us a. 
le S. relation of St. Peter's bold Defence of this great. 
Fo Article of our Faith, with the convincing Argu- 
M. ments he made uſe of to prove it, and the good 
Effect it had upon the obſtinate Jews; for they glad-- 
ead ö receiving his Word, were baptiz'd, and the ſame: 
ft be da; were added to the Church 3000 Souls. 
he holy Goſpel gives us a full Hiſtory of the- 
ReſurreQion : The Colle teaches us how to pray 
nor Grace (that we may make that uſe of it which 
the Epiſtle directs) ſo to ſet our Affections on 
things above, and not on the Earth, that whes 
D 2. Chrilt: 
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Chriſt ozr Life ſhall appear, we may alſo appear wich 
im in Glory. 01 

As all high Feſtivals have ſome other Days to RA. 
attend them, ſo the Church ſhews her Intention Rhe 
to have this whole enſuing Week to be kept holy, 
by appointing the ſame Collect and Preface in the 
Communion Service to be uſcd till the Octave 
or eighth day. | 

The Goſpels for Eaſter Monday and Tueſday, 
give us farther proofs of the Reſurtection, the me-. 
thod he took to ſolve the Doubts of his diffident A 
Apoſtle St. Thomas, with ſome of the moſt te. {M44 
mark able Paſſages that occut'd betwixt him and it 
his Apoſtles, whilſt he convers'd with them upon G 
Earth after his Reſurtection. tor 

On the Oddave or eighth day (the Sunday aft« Nef © 
Eaſler, call'd alſo Low-Szzuday in reſpe& of tte Ge 
high Feaſt that went before ir) the holy Goſpel att 
concludes with that bleſſed ValediQion our S. Nut 
viour gave to his Apoſtles, by entruſting them and WI. 
their Succeſſors for ever (the Biſhops and Paſtors T 
of his Church) with the Power of the Keys, in vc 
that ample Commiſſion he then beſtow'd upon W *15 
them, in theſe words, As my Father ſent me, eren tbiſh, 
fo ſend I you; and when he had aid this, he breath- 


ed on them, and ſaid, Receive the Holy Ghoii. obſt 
Whoſe ſoever Sins ye remit they are remitted, and uubiſe f 
foever Sins ye retain they are retained. ort 
Farther we may obſerve, that as other great Fe: thel 
ſtivals are only continu'd till the Octave or eighth} Goc 
day (except CHrifimas till the twelfth) yet this the 
great day was ſo highly eſteem'd of old, that it wu read 
in a manner ſolemniz'd as a continued Feaſt fu fam 
fifty days (i. e.) from Eater to Whitſunday, till io 12Va 
wards the middle of the fifth Century, an Trau ting 

| Biſhop (upon the proſped of ſome Calamity thay 774% 
.  threatned his Diocels) order'd three days of Fa Cr, 
ing and Humiliation before the day of our Lot Var. 


A fſcen 


(39) 


Aſcenſion; which three days were afterwards ap- 
drov'd by a General Council, and then appoint- 
d to be yearly obſerv'd Ly the Church, from 
whence that Week {till retains the name of 


— * 
— — — 
— — 


ave ROGATION-WEERK. 

5 The Sixth after EAS TE R. 

ne· I i 5 
em AND it is ſo call'd from the Rogations or Li- 
re. tanys and extraordinary Supplications, which 


nd Nich Faſting) were at this time offer'd vp to 
don God by devout Chriſtians; not only to prepare us 
tor the due Celebration of the approaching Feaſt 
fr; of our Lord's Aſcenſion, but alſo to implore 
tte! God's Bleſſing upon the Fruits of the Eatth (which 
ſel Nat this time of the Year being tender are eaſily 
S- burt) and by fervent Prayers to appeaſe God's 
and Wrath and deprecate his Diſpleaſute. 
ots The uſual Proceſſions on theſe days having been 
a much abuſed, our Church has reduced them to 
pon this Method: The Miniſter or Curate of every Pa- 
even tiſh, with ſome ſubſtantial Pariſhioners, are to 
ath- walk about the Pariſhes on theſe days, carefully to 
50%. obſerve the Diſtricts or Precincts thereof, thereby 
hege to prevent Law-Suits, and the interfering with, 
or tranſlating their Neighbours Bounds. And in 
Fe · theſe Perambulations the Curate is obliged to give 
gh God Thanks for the Increafe and Abundance of 
this the Fruits upon the face of the Earth, ſinging or 
wal reading the hundred and third Pſalm, and at the 
foi fame time to put them in mind of the great Sin of 
11 :0- invading their Neighbour's Property, by inculca- 
ala ting theſe or the like Sentences, Carſed be he that 
tha tranſlates the Bounds and Doles of his Neigbbour : 
FaſCurſed be he that removes his Neighbours Land- 
ore var, &c. | 


A 


As cEN- 
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As cENSION-DAx. 
Forty Days after EAS TER. 


ls day is celebrated in Commemoration of 
our Bleſſed Saviour's aſcending or being ta. 
ken up into Heaven in his humane Nature, and 
ſitting at the right hand of God, above all Angels, 
Arch-Angels, Principalities and Powers. This 
day he perfected his Triumph over the Devil, led 
Captivity captive, and opened the Kingdom of 
Heaven to all Believers, that they might come 
boldly to the Throne of Grace, not doubting (up- 
on their ſincere Repentance) to obtain Mercy 
and Help in time of Need, having the perpetual In- 
terceſſions of ſuch a prevalent Advocate at the 
right hand of God; ſuch a High Prieſt as is touch'd 
with a ſenſe of our Infirmities, continually offer- 
ing up, for us our Chriſtian Sacrifices of Prayer and 
Thankſpiving to our Father who is in Heaven, 

The proper Pſalms tor this day are generally 
Songs of Thankſgiving and Deliverance, peculi- 
arly alluding to the occaſion of the Feſtival. 

The firſt Leſſon for the Morning relates to us 
Moſes's going up into the Mount to receive the 
Law from God, that he might deliver it to the 
Jews, a Type of Chri/Ps Aſcenſion into Heaven to 
ſend down the new Law, the Law of Faith; for, 
ſaith the Apoſtle, when he aſcended up into Heaven, 
he gave Gifts to Men, Apoſtles, Paſtors and Teach» 
eri, to publiſh his new Law to the World. 

In the firſt Leſſon for the Evening, we read of 
Elias's aſcending into Heaven, as another T'ype of 
Chriſt's Aſcenſion, tho” this far exceeds its Type; 
for Elias aſcended only with a ſingle Chariot, but 
the Chariots of God are Twenty Thouſands, even 
Thouſands of Angels, and our Lord aſcends among 
them: Elias at his Aſcenſion beſtows a double 

portion 
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portion of his Spirit upon Eliſa, but our Bleſſed 
Saviour breaths forth his Spirit ſo abundantly up- 
on his Apoſtles at his Aſcenſion, that they were 
not only plentifully fill'd with it themſelves, but 
gave them power alſo to impart it to others by 
the Impoſition of their Hands. | 
And as in theſe Leſſons we have the Type of 
the Aſcenſion, ſo in the Epiſtle and Goſpel we 
have a full account how this Aſcenſion was per- 
formed. Whilſt he was diſcourſing with his Diſ- 
ciples and blefling them, he was taken up in a 
bright Cloud into Heaven; and whillt they ſtood 
ſtedfaſtly looking after him, till he was out of 
their fight, two Angels appear'd to them, aſſuring 
them that the ſame Jeſus whom they ſaw thus taken 
p into Heaven, ſhould in like manner return with 


| Glory to judge the World. 


And in the Collect we are taught (not to ſtand 


| gazing up into Heaven, and wonder at the fight, 


but) ſo to conform our ſelves to our Lord in his 
Aſcenſion, that as we believe him to have aſcend- 


ed into Heaven to prepare a place for us, we may 


alſo in our Hearts and Minds ſo aſcend thither, 


that we may dwell with him continually, and 


reign With him in Glory. 

his is another of the high Feaſts which has its 
OQave or eight days to attend it, as appears by the 
Preface or Hymn in the Communion Service, ap- 
pointed to be uſed that day and ſ:ven days after. 


1 


WHITSUNDAY: 
Or, the Deſcent of the Ho LY Gunosr. 


Seven Weels after Eaſter, 


HIS day the Church celebrates upon the ac- 
count of the miraculous Deſcent of the Holy 
Ghoſt vpon the Apoſtles (as upon this day) in the 
viſible 
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viſible Shape of fiery cloven Tongues. With us 
it is call'd Mhitſunday or Ii 1 either upon 
the account of that glorious Light this day lent 
down from Heaven upon Earth, or becauſe on 
this day the new baptiz'd Chrittians (of old call 
Illuminati or Enlightned, from that ſpiritual Light 
they receiv'd in Baptiſm) were wont to be cloath- 
ed in white Garments as an Emblem of their la- 
nocency upon their Regeneration ; and in token 
of their Joy upon their being by Baptiſm made 


Members of Chriſt, Children of God, and Iaheritir; 


of the Kingdom of Heaven; and of theſe there were 
great numbers at this Feaſt, this being one of the 
ſtated times of publick Baptiſm, either from the 
Apoſtles themſelves being this day baptiz'd with 
the Holy Ghoſt and with Fire, or from their bap- 
tizing and adding to the Church upon this day three 
thouſand Souls, This day till retains the name of 
Pentecoſt in the Latin Church, the name of that 
Feaſt obſerv'd by the Jews fifty days after the Paſ- 
ſover, in memory of the promulgation of the Law 
at Mount Siza:; thus fifty days after the true 
Paſſover Chriſt was ſacrific'd for us, the Holy 


Ghoſt deſcended upon the Church, to write the 


new Law of Charity in our Hearts. Thus the 
Old and New Teſtament agree to confirm the ſa- 
cred Truth of God. 

The proper Pſalms for the Morning are Songs 
of Thankſgiving for the Calling in, and Converli- 
on of the Gentiles. The Evening Pſalms are 3 
thankful Commemoration and grateful Praiſes for 
_ mighty Power and wonderful Providence of 

od. 

In the firſt Leſſon we have an account of the 
Fewiſh Pentecoſt, or Feaſt of Weeks, in type of outs. 

In the ſecond Leſſons we read how miraculouſly 


the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt was communicated by 


the Diſcourſes of St. Peter, and the laying on the 
Hands of St. Paul. The 
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The Collect teaches us to implore God's 2. 
vs Whance in all our undertakings, that having our Un- 
on aerſtandings illuminated by the Light of his Holy 
ent Wpirit, we may have a right Judgment in all things, 
on Wand evermore rejoyce in his holy Comfort, We. 
I'd According to the Promiſe mention'd 1: the 
ght WGoſpel, of ſending the Comforter, the Epiſtle gives 
the us an ample relation of the Circumſtances of the 


la-. Naeſcent of the Holy Ghoſt ; as 1/}, Wnen it came, 


Ken Non the day of Pentecoſt. 2aly, How it tound them 
ade when it came, all with one accord in one place. 
%, From whence it came, from Heaven 49, 
etre Win what manner it came, ut a . ſound, as of 

a mighty 7 Wind, which filPd the Houſe where 
they were ſitting. Fthly, In what ſhape it came, [7 
at upon each of them in the appearance of cloven 
Tongues like as of Fire. And laſtly, The effect it 
had upon them, They immediately began to ſpeak with 
ther Tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance, Thus 
theſe illiterate Men who were born Jews (and at 
beſt underſtood only their mother Tongue) were 
nabled in an inſtant to ſpeak in all Languages the 
onderful Works of God, and to publiſh, preach 


ver. Thus by this miraculous deſcent of the Ho» 
y Ghoſt we were brought out of Darkneſs and 
Error into the true Light and Knowledge of Chrift, 
5 the Church obſerves in the Preface for the Com- 
munion Service; Which, tao” it be continucd till 
rinity- Sunday, and thereby ſeems to deſign the 
hole Week a Feſtival, yet the Feait concluded 
vith the two following days, the Wedneſday, 
e 0! W'riday and Saturday following being Ember Days 
or this Seaſon before Trinity- Sunday, which is one 
the pr the ſtated times for Ordination. 
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and defend the Chtiſtian Religion all the World 
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FTRINITY- SUN DAN: 
Eight Weeks after EAs TER. 


WE this day celebrate the Myſtery of the holy 
ever · bleſſed and glorious Trinity, 1. e. one 
God in three diſtin Perſons, the Father, the Sm 
and the Holy Ghofs. | 

The Church for ſome time ſatisfy'd her ſelf with 
celebrating the Praiſes of the glorious Trinity eve 
ry day (eſpecially on Sundays) in her Doxologies, 


ticular Feaſt for ſolemnizing that bleſſed Myſtery; 
but upon the Ar:ans and ſuch like Hereticks vent. 
ing their Blaſphemies againſt the holy Trinity, the 
Church thought it proper that ſuch a divine My 
ſtery (tho? part of each day's Meditation) ſhould be 
the principal Subjedt of one particular day: And 
| this was the day appointed, becauſe the Church 
| having celebrated in admirable Order all the high 
Feaſts relating to our Bleſſed Saviour, as allo the 
deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon the Apoſtles (which 
gave a Clearer light to the notion of the incom- 
Prehenfible Trinity than the World had before) 


theſe high Solemnities, than by a Feſtival with 
ſpecial and expreſs Service, relating to the glori 
ous Trinity. | 

In the firſt Leſſon for the Evening we have 1 
Type of the myſterious Trinity in Unity, in the 
account we there have of the Lord's appearing t0 
Abraham in three Perſons. 

In the ſecond Leſſon for the Morning we have 
the myſtery of the Trinity repreſented to us in the 
Hiſtory of our Bleſſed Saviour's Baptiſm, viz. The 
Son baptized, the Holy Ghoſt deſcending upon 
him, and the Father proclaiming him by a Voice 
from Heaven, This is my beloved Son, in whom | 

am well-pleaſed. The 


Hymns and Creeds, without ſetting apart any par- 


thought ſhe could not more properly conclude i 
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The Epiſtle, taken out of the Revelation of St. 
John, gives arelation of that Vifion wherein he be- 
held the Fhrone of God and the holy Angets throw- 
ing down their Crowns, and worſhipping the eter- 
nal Trinity in that divine Hymn, Holy, holy, holy, 
Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come. 

The holy Goſpel entertains us with the Confe- 


rence our Blefled Saviour had with Nicodemus con- 


cerning Baptiſm and the Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt : 


And as nothing brings ſo much light and clearnefs 
to the DoQtrine of the holy Trinity, as a true and 


right apprehenſion of the Miſſion of the Holy Ghoſt, 
ſo no Meditation can be ſo proper for this day, 
either as the day on which we celebrate the divine 
Myſtery of the holy Trinity, or as it is appointed 
one of the four ſtated folemn days of Ordination 
or Conſecrating Perſons for ſpiritual Offices. 
Thus the Church having by a due Celebration 


lof theſe high Feſtivals confirm'd the Articles of our 


Creed relating to the great Myſtery of our Re- 
demption by Chriſt on Earth, till he aſcended into 
Heaven, with the deſcent of the Holy Gholt, and 
concluded theſe Solemnities with ſpecial regard 


to, and extraordinary adoration of the Bleſſed Tri- 


vity, ſhe takes care, (during the interval of theſe 
high Feaſts from Triaity-Sunday to Advent) to en- 
tertain us with ſuch portions of Scripture in the 
Leſſons, Epiſtles and Goſpels, as may tend moſt 
to our Edification, thereby conſtantly putting us 
in mind of our Chriſtian — that we may be 
Heavenly minded, Juſt and Charitable, Meek and 
Mercitul, Penitent and Humble, Reſign'd, Reli- 
zious and Thankful, till putting our Truſt and 
,onfidence in God's Mercy, and abounding with 

ſuch ſpiritual Qualifications, that we may be rea- 
and prepar'd, not only rightly to ſolemnize the 

nſuing Feaſt of our Bleſſed Saviour's Advent or 

E 2 Coming 


= 
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Coming in the Fleſh, but to meet with Joy his 
ſecond Coming to judge the World. 


St. AN DREwW“'s- Day, Nov. 30. 


T*HIS is the firſt Saint's day the Church cele- 
brates, which uſhers in the Advent of out 
Lord, he being the firſt Apoſtle that came to Chriſt, 
and went immediately to his Brother S Peter, 
to tell him the joyful News, hat he had found the 2 
Meſſius, and brought him next day to our Lord. v. 
' This Apoſtle was born at Bethſaida a City in W ce 
. Galilee, the ſame Country where our Saviour was p. 
conceiv'd and brought up, the place afterwards of W 0 
his ordinary reſidence, and the chief ſcene of his WM B. 
Miniſtry; here he began his Miracles, here he was hie 
transfigur'd, and appointed his Diſciples to come his 
and ſce him after his ReſurreQion. | wi 
He was Son to Joby or Jonas a Fiſherman, 1 C. 
which trade he followed with his Father, till ſuch ! tg— 
time as our Bleſſed Saviour call'd him from catch- yr. 
ing Fiſh to be a Fiſher of Men. | pie 
And having been for ſome time before a Diſci- of 
ple to St. John the Baptiſt, and by him train'd vp MW of. 
under the Diſcipline of Repentance, and prepar'l W ful 
by his Diſcourſes concerning the DoQrine and tio 
Approach of the Meſſias, he readily obey'd the c- as 
vine Call, /efz all, and followed him. tha 
After our Bleſſed Saviour's Aſcenſion, and the ane 
deſcent ot the Holy Ghoſt, the Apoſtles (in order not 
to execute the great Commiſſion they had receiv'l WM Jn 
from their Maſter) agreed among themſelves (pe- W ing 
haps by the direction of the Holy Ghoſt) to take 
their ſeveral Diſtrias, the better to propagate the 
Chriſtian Faith, root out Prophaneneſs and Ido. 
| larry, and ſubdue the World to the Do&rine cl 
the Goſpel. 
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In this diviſion Scythia and the Neighbouring 
Countries fell to St. Andrew's Share, where by his 
unwearied Diligence and pious Example he plant- 
ed the Goſpel in ſeveral places, converting and 
baptizing great numbers; and tho” all along he met 
with great Difficulties, Dangers and Diſcourage- 
ments, yet he overcame them all with invincible 
Patience and Reſolution : At laft at Patræ in Achara 
he ſeal'd the Truth of his DoQrine with his Blood, 
where he had the ſucceſs (among many others) to 
convert the Pro-Conſu!'s Brother, and Maximilla 


| a Lady of great Quality, who took care after- 
| wards to have his martyr'd Body embalm'd and de- 
| cently interr'd (whom ſome will have to be the 
{ Pro-Conſul's Wife.) This fo far entag'd that bi- 
gotted cruel Idolater, that nothing leſs than the 
Blood of this holy Man could ſatiate the thirſt of 
{ his Malice; whom, after ſeven LiQors had (y 
his order) ſuccefſively whipp'd his naked Body, 
without making any ſhock upon his Patience and 
Conſtancy, he commanded to be crucify'd; and 
that his Death might be the more lingering, he 
was faſtened with Cords inſtead of Nails to two 
pieces of Timber crofling each other in the form 
of the Letter X, uſually known fince by the name 


of St. Andrew's Croſs. He not only ſhew'd a chear- 


| ful and compos'd Mind as they led him to Execu- 


tion, but when he came to the Croſs he expreſs'd 
as much readineſs to follow his Maſter to Golgo- 
tha as he did when he follow'd him into Galilee, 


| and as great Satisfaction and Joy in having the ho- 


naut to be convey'd to his Lord upon the ſame 
Inſttument which he had confecrated by perform- 
ing the great Work of his Redemption upom it, 
The Epiſtle enjoyns the Confeſſion of the Chri— 
ſtian Faith, and particularly the Belief of the Arti- 
cle of the Re ſutrection as the only neceſſary means 
of Salvation. And as the Apoſtle argues the In- 


E 3 poſſib:lity 


F 40 
poſſibility of believing in him of whom we have nut 
heard, and of hearing without a Preacher: Our Blef- 
ſed Saviour, to remove any ſuch Objections, gave 
Commiſſion to Twelve (whom he nam'd Apoſtles 
or Meſſengers, for ſo the word ſignifies, who 
were alſo Witneſſes of his Miracles and Reſurte- 
Aion) to preach to the World the glad 7rdings if 
the Goſpel of Peace; of which number was the holy 
Apoſtle St. Azarew, who upon the laſt day of Ns 
 wemnber obtain'd the Crown of Martyrdom for his 
Fidelity and Diligence in executing his Maſter's 
Orders. | 
From the holy Goſpel, which gives an account 
of this day's Saint's readineſs to leave all and ful'uy 
Chriat, we are inſtructed to ſuffer no worldly Con- 
fidzration to come in competition with our Reli. 
gion: And from this Apoftle's readineſs to call 
his Brother to fee the Meſſias, we learn how much 
it is our Duty to do all the good Offices we can 
among it our Friends and Relations, both by per- 
ſuaſion and example, to make them Followers of 
Jeſus Chris, 

And that we and all Chriſtians may imitate this 
day's Saint in preferring Chr:iit and his Religion 
before the things of this World, and readily obcy- 
ing his Call, the Church teaches us to pray (in the 
_ Colle) © That being call'd by his holy Word, 
„we may forthwith give up our ſelves obedient]y 
© to fulfill his holy Commandments”. The Eve 
before this day is a Faſt. 


1 


St. THOMAS be Apoſile, Dec. 21. 


rHE Church celebrates this Feſtival, in Com- 
| memoration of the Martyrdom of the Apo- 
ſtle St. Thomas, who is alſo called Diahmus, 3 
name of the ſame importance in the Greek as 5 

| Other 
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other was in the Jewiſh Language, both ſignifying 
a Twin. - It being cuſtomary with the Jews when 
they went into foreign Countries to aſſume a Greek 
or Latin Name of near affinity and ſignification 
with that of their own Country. | 
This Apoſtle is thought to be born of mean and 
obſcure Parents, and by all concluded to be a 
Jew, tho' the Scripture makes no mention either 
of his Birth or Country: His Trade we find that 
of a Fiſherman by his accompanying St. Pezer in 
that Occupation, who for ſome time after our Sa- 
viour's Reſurtection return'd to his former Trade. 
Soon after his being call'd with the reſt to the 
Apo(tleſhip, he gave a fignal Inſtance of his hear- 
ty willingneſs to adhere to our Saviour whatever 
Fate might attend him; for upon our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour's declaring his reſolution to return to Judæa, 
to raiſe his Friend Lazarrs from the dead, when 
the reſt of the Diſciples diſſuaded him from fo ha- 
zardous a Journey for fear of the Jews who had 
a little before attempted to ſtone him; this Apo- 
ſtle (with a Courage truly becoming a Diſciple of 
the Croſs) not only ſhews his own readineſs to 
accompany his Maſter thro' the greateſt Dangers, 
but preſſes it upon the reſt as a Duty incumbent 
upon them to follow their Lord, tho? at the ſame 
time inſtead of railing Lazarus from the dead they 
ſhould with kim be fent to their own Graves, 


| ſaying, Let us alſo go that we may dye with him. 


And tho? we find him neſther quick in appre- 
hending our Saviour's Diſcourſes, nor forward in 
delieving more than he ſaw, yet he made up thoſe 
defects by his pious Affections. As to his flow- 
neſs of apprehenſion, we find him mightily puzzled 
to know what our Saviour meant, when a little 
before his Paſſion diſcourſing of the Joys of Hea- 
ven, he told them he was going to prepare the way 
that they might follow = and that zhey knew bath 

4 the 
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the place and the way : Thomas ſaid unto him, Lora, 
we know not whither thou goeſt, aud how ſhould we 
tou the way? Our Saviour preſently clears his 
Underſtanding in a ſhort bur ſatisfactory Reply, 
which he deliver'd with a mildneſs adapted to a 
well-diſpos'd mind, telling him Himſelf was the true 
living way, and that ane could miſs of Heaven ij 
they kept but to that way which he had preſcribed, 
As to his diffidence we have an eminent In- 
ſtance of it after our Saviour's Reſurrection ; for 
being abſent when Chrift firſt manifeſted himſelf 
to his Apoſtles, tho? at his return they gave him a 
Relation of the Circumſtances of his appearing to 
them, yet fo obſtinate was he that nothing would 
fatisfie him but the teſtimony of his Senſes, Except 
(faith he) I ſee in his Hands the print of the Nail, 
ard thruſt my Hand into his fide, IJ will not believe. 
But our Bleſſed Saviour (who would not rejedt 
this choſen Veſſel) was ſo far from taking any 
8dvantage at his Infidelity, that in Compaſſion to 
his weakneſs, as alſo ro ſatisfie the doubts and 
ſcroples of a-fincere (tho' ignorant) Man, he 
came again the firſt day of the following Week as 
they were ſolemnly met at their Devotions; and 
St. Thomas being with them, he called him to ſa- 
tisfie his Faith by a demonſtration of ſenſe, Reach 
b:ther thy Finger and behold my Hands, and reach hi. 
eber thy Hand and put it into my ſide, and be not faith- 
4% but believing. The good Man being quickly 
convinc'd of his Error burſt out into a Rapture, at 
once exprefling his Sorrow for his Unbelief, and 
his Joy tor the cauſe of his Conviction; and 20 
mas anſwer'd and ſaid, My Lord and my God, I he 
meek Jeſus gave him no harſher reply than this, 
only told him, hat it was well for him that he be- 
liev'd his Senſes, but withal that it was a more 
- generous act of Faith for a Man to acquieſce in 


2 rational Evidence of the truth of the noun 
| to 
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tho' he did not ſee the things there related with 
his Eyes. au e 

The Province aſſign'd to this Apoſtle after our 
Lord's Aſcenfion was Parthia; and after he had 
preach'd the glad Tidings of Salvation to the 
Medes and Perſians, and other neighbouring Na- 
tions, he at Jaſt paſſed through the Aſian Aibiopia 
into the Indies, and in his Travels is faid. to have 
met with the Magi or Wiſe Men of the Eat (who 
brought Preſents to our new born Saviour) and 
not only to have converted and baptized ſeveral 


| of them, but to have made uſe of lome of them 


as his Aſſiſtants in propagating the Goſpel. 
Being come to the Indies, notwithſtanding he 


found their Manners rude and untraQable, yet 


thro? the aſſiſtance of the divine Preſence, and by 


| mild perſwaſions, without running into any furi- 
ons heats againſt their Idolatry, calmly inſtruQting 
them in the Principles of the Chriitian Religion, he 


prevail'd upon great numbers of that barbarous 
People to renounce their Follies and become. his 
Converts, and among(t the reſt the Prince of the 
Country ; whereupon the Brachmans, who tound 
this new Doctrine would preſently ſpoil their 


| Trade and prevail againſt the Religion of their 


Country, reſolv'd to put a ſtop to its farther pro- 
greſs, by putting a ſpeedy period to this holy Apo- 
ſtle's Life: And accordingly purſuing him to a 
place he frequented for his private Devotions, 
whilſt he was intent upon his Prayers they at- 
tack'd him with a whole Volley of Darts and 
Stones; at laſt one more mercifully cruel than 
the reſt, put an end to his lingring Death by run- 
ning him thro? with a Launce. His mangled Bo- 
dy was taken up and interr*'d in a Church he had 
lately built in the chief City of that Country. | 

This bleſſed Apoſtle had fo great ſuccefs in the 


Eaſtern India, that we are told when the Pertu- 


gueſe 
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gueſe firſt arrived there they found no leſs than fir. 
teen or ſeventeen Thouſand Families, who till 
went by the name of St. Thomass Chriſtians. Of 
their Cuſtoms and Diſcipline the learned Dr. Cave 
gives a large account in the Life of this Apoſtle, 

The Epiſtle elevates our Thouphts above earth 
Things, by putting us in mind of the heavenly Je. 
ruſalem, whereof the Apoſtle tells us we are felliu 
Citizens with the Saints, and of the Houſhuld if 
God, &c. | 

The holy Goſpel gives us the Hiſtory of this 
Apoſtle's Infidelity, and the method our Bleſſed 
Saviour took to ſatisfie him in the Article of the 
RefurreQion. 

The Collect gives the reaſon why Cyhriſt ſuffer'd 
this day's Saint to be doubtful in that Article, vis. 
for the more confirmation of the Faith, T he Eve be- 
fore this day is a Faſt. TELE | 


— 
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The Converſion of St. PAUL, Jan. 2x. 


THE Church obferves this Feſtival in comme- 
moration of the miraculous Converſion of 

the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles St. Paul, in imi- 
tation of that Joy the Saints expreſs in Heaven at 
the Sonverſion of a Sinner. Here we ſce the good 
effect of the fervent Prayer of the faithful Martyr 
St. Stephen for his Murtherers. For when his in- 
nocent Blood was ſhed, this very Perſon was not 
only conſenting to it, but tho' he would not be 
ſeen to be an Actor in that barbarous Tragedy a- 
mong the rude Multitude, yet he was fo zealous 
to ſee that good Man diſpatch'd, that he took care 
of the Clothes of them that ſlew him till the work 
was over; Which was the riſe and beginning of a 
violent Perſecution which miſerably afflicted and 
| ſcattered 
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is. ſcattered the Chriſtians at Jeruſalem; in which this 
in cay's Saint was then a principal Agent, making 
Or WW #42ock of the Church with an angoverngble Leal, en- 
tring rudely iuto every Huuſe, balling bath Men aud 


ave > ** 
lle. Women, beating thera in the Synagogues, compelling 
kly many to blaſpheme, impriſouing others, and putting 
Je. them to Death. But the great City of Jeraſalem 
* being too narrow for his unbounded Malice, this 


1 bloody Inquiſitor procured a Commiſſion to go and 
ranſack the Synagogues at Damaſcus (whither ma- 
his ny of the perſecuted Chriſtians were fled for ſhel- 
Tag ter) to bring up ſuch Chriſtians as he found there 
| to be ſentenc'd and executed at Jeruſalem. But 
God (who had ſeparated him from his Mother's 
r'a Womb for a work of another nature) ſtopp'd him 
| in bis Career before he got to the end of his Jour- [ 
be. ( ney: For as he was travelling, not far from Da- 
maſcus, both he and al! his Company were con- 
| founded by a ſudden Light (beyond that of the 
— ua) darted from Hcaven upon them; whereat 
they all fell to the ground, hearing at the ſame 
time a confuſed Sound, tho' none of them could 
diſtinguiſh the articulate Voice except himſclt, to 
whom the Voice direQted theſe words, Saul, Saul, 
why perſecuteſt thou me! To which hereply'd, Abo 
art thou Lord! Who told him, I am Jeſus ubm 
thou perſecuteſt. The farther particulars are ſet 
os down at large in the ſecond Leſſons and the Epi- 
„yt ſtie for the day. 
It may not be amiſs to enquire a little who this 


in- 

or Saint was to whom God was pleas'd to ſhew ſo 
de particular a regard in his wonderful Converſion, 
* and what became of him after he was thus con- 
us verted. | 


He was born at Tarſus the chief City of Cilicia, 
k a place inveſted with the Privileges, Honours and 
ca lamunities of the City of Rome by a Grant from 


nd Ceſar; and ' twas with reſpect to this that St. Paul 
ed allerted 
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aſſetted the Privileges of his Birthright as a Romas 11 
His Parents were originally of the ancient ſtock 


of the Jews, whence he calls himſelf an Hebreu = 
of the Hebrews. He had two names referring to — 
his Jewiſh and Roman Capacity. Saul was a com. | ® : 
mon name given Children at their Circumciſion = 
in memory of the firſt King of Jrael of that name, MW 
The other name Paul ſome will have that he took pr 
it from Sergius Paulus his Convert; but moi W 

think he aſſum'd it after his own Converſion to 4 
denote his Humility. | oY 
After he had been well-inſtruQed in the liberal ga 
Arts and Sciences at Tarſus, he was ſent by his a 
Parents to Jeruſalem to be perfected in the Study a 


of the Law under the Diſcipline of the great Do- 
cor of that Profeſſion Gamaliel, a Man of Em- , 
nency and Authority as well as Wi:dom and Pru- Ma 
dence. As to his Religion, he was brought up a Þ Ver 
Phariſee, the ſtricteſt SeQ in the Jewiſh Church, Fay: 
who could endure no oppoſites, eſpecially if the 


Opinions ſeem'd late or novel: And he being be- | wa 
come a great Bigot thro' the prejudice of Educa- x #, 
tion, as well as naturally of an active zealous the 


temper, they could not pitch upon a more fit Per- Car 
ſon to put their cruel defigns againit the Chriſti- 
ans in execution; which he had (till gone on to 1 
do with as much heat as their malice could fvg- 
geſt, if his Commiſſion had not been happily ſu— 
perſeded by an over-ruling Power. 

Here we cannot but adore the wonderful Pro- 
vidence of God, in that we find a notorious Per- 
ſecutor of the Chriſtian Faith in an inſtant become 
in an extraordinary manner an Apoſtle of Feſws 
Chrif4, and an indefatigable Preacher, as well as 
a bold Aſſerter of the Truths of the Goſpel, not 
to the Jews only, but to the Heathen Worle. 
And whereas other Apoſtles had only their pecu. 
liar Provinces, he had committed to him the care 
of all the Churches. E 
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In the A&s of the Apoftles we have a large ac- 
count how faithfully he diſcharged his truſt; 
what long and hazardous Journeys he took; 


> 0 what Scourges and Impriſonments he under- 
„m- . 

Goa went; what Miracles he wrought, as well as how 
me wonderfully he was deliver'd both from Priſons 


and Shipwreck ; and maugre all theſe difficulties, 
v with what unwearied pains and undaunted reſolu- 
10" WF tion he both preach'd and defended the Golpel be- 
fore Heathen Princes and Governors as well as 
the Jewiſh. In the farther defence whereof he 
b utote his learned Epiſtles to confirm the Faith in 
be Churches he had eſtabliſh'd all over the Weſt- 
Do. ern parts of the World as far as the Britiſh Iſlands: 
Thus perſevering in the Good fight of Laith till he 
et | had finiſp'd his Conrſe by obtaining the Crown of 
u Martyrdom, being beheaded by Nero in the 68th 


17 K | Year of his Age. Some ſay he brought upon him- 
* ſelf the fury and hatred of that bloody Tyrant by 


converting one of his Concubines: Others ſay, 


de. by joyning, in procuring the fall of Simon Magus, 
"7 wich St Peter who is likewiſe ſaid to have ſuffered 
_ the ſame day at the ſame place, and for the ſame 
My Cauſe. Thus as in their Lives they were pleaſant and 


lovely, ſo in their Deaths they were not divided. 
* The two ſecond Leſſons and the Epiſtle are a 
10 repetition of the Hiſtory of this Apoſtle's miracu- 
U- 
lous Converſion. 
In the holy Goſpel we have our Bleſſed Savi- 


} 

es our's Promiſe of a reward to ſuch as have the 

me] Courage and Reſolution to leave all and follow him, 
„ e. thoſe who fear not them who can only kill the 

jo Body, but dare ſuffer Perſecution for the ſake ot 

nor Religion and a good Conſcience. : 

le The Collect is a thankful remembrance of this 
LAApoſtle's wonderful Converſion, wherein we are 


alſo taught to pray for Grace to follow the holy 


Doctrine which he taught. 
2 | CANDLEMAS- 
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CanDLEMASs- Davy. 


The Preſentation of CHRIST in the Temple, 
commonly call'd, The Purification of &.. 
Mary the Virgin, Feb. 2. 


* count, partly in memory of the Bleſſed Vir- 
gin's Purification, a Ceremony which ſhe obſerved 
merely in obedience to the Law, having no other 
occation for it, her immaculate Conception being 
without Sin, and the holy Birth without Iniquit); 
whereas the Rite of Purification was enjoyn'd to 
ſhew that our Birth is impure, and that we are 
rendered naturally unclean by the hereditary Pol- 
lution we derive from the Sin of our Parents; 
whereupon the Child was not only circumcis'd 
on the eighth day, but the Mother after thirty two 
days more wereexpired, which made up the num- 
ber of forty days, was cleanſed by a Sacrifice for 
Sin; and ſo long were Women by the Levitical 
Law obliged to ſeparate themſelves from the pub- 
lick Congregation after the Birth of a male Child, 
and then they brought their Offerings, the richer 
ſort a Lamb for a Burnt-Offering, and a Pigeon 
for a Sin-Offering; but two Turtles or young Pi- 
geons were accepted for both from the poorer 
ſort, which the Prieſt offered before the Lord and 
made an atonement for them. But chiefly this 
Feaſt is celebrated in memory of the preſentation 
of our Lord in the Temple, that being another 
Rite required by the Law, that every Child that 
opened the Womb ſhould be holy to the Lord: For up- 
on God's exempting the Hebrew Children from 
the Fate of the Egyptians when he deftroy'd their 
firſt- born, he commanded the fir(t- born of the J, 
raelites either to be dedicated to him for the 

0 


E ſolemnize this Feſtival upon a twofold ac- 
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of the Tabernacle, or redeemed at a certain price, 
till ſuch time as the Levites were ſubſtituted in 
their ſtead by God's own particular direction. 
Yer ſtill ſo far the Cuſtom prevail'd, that Mo- 
ie; Withers were oblig'd to preſent their firſt-born in the 
. Temple, and pay a ranſom to the Prieſt. 
In obedience to which Law or Cuſtom, and 

to teach us that things in themſelves indifferent 
c- (fo long as they are not ſinful) ought to be obey'd 
ir- when enjoyn'd by publick Authority, the Bleſſed 
ed Virgin here expreſs'd her Humility, Obedience and 
et I Reverence to publick Sanctions; and of this we 
ng have a large account in the Goſpel for the day. 
7 Firſt, We have the time ſet down when our Sa- 
to viour was preſented ; when the forty days of the 
ire Bleſſed Virgin's Purification were accomplithed, 
21- 2 him to Jeruſalem to preſent him to the 
; ord. | 
0 Secondly, We have the reaſon of their ſo doing, 
vo z. 10 ſati gie the Law, as it is written in the Law 
n- be Lord 
or Thirdly, We have an account of the Offerings 
al the Bleſſed Virgin made, which were the Offer- 
d- ings of the poor, viz. a pair of Turtle Doves or two 
d, oung Pigeons. Such mean Circumſtances did our 
er Bleſſed Saviour make choice of when he came 
»n into the World to ſave Sinners; for our ſakes he 
i- became poor, that we through his Poverty might be 
er MW mace rich. And, 
1d Fourthly, By this preſentation of our Lord in 
is IM the Temple, that devout and juſt Man, good old 
on Simeon who waited for the Conſolation of Iſrael, and 
er ¶ had receiv'd a promiſe, that he ſhould not ſee Death 
before he had ſeen the Lord's Chriſt) and alſo the 
p- pious Prophetefs Anna (who confantly attended the 
m Service of the Temple with Failing and Prayer) had 
ir both of them an opportunity to make a publick 
„declaration of Chris to all that looked for Redemp- 
tion in Iſtael. From 


4 


From the obſervation of this Feſtival learn we. 
Firit, To be obedient to all lawful Authority in 
indifferent matters, and willingly to pay all our 
Offerings and Oblations and other cuſtomary du- 
ties enjoyn'd either by Church or State. 
Secozdly, Tho? we cannot ſee our Saviour with 
our bodily Eyes as old Simeon did, yet that we mult 
never expect to dye in Peace, till we have embra- 
ced our Saviour with our Underſtanding and Af. 
fections. To this end therefore let us according to 
the example of the Propheteſs Auna, conſtantly al- 
tend the Ordinances of our Religion, and there pray 
as the Collect for the day teaches us, zhat we in 
with pure and clean Hearts be preſented to the Lord. 


St. MATTHIAS's-D Ax, Feb. 24. 


THIS day is kept holy in commemoration of 
1 the Martyrdom of St. Matthias, who not be- 
ing immediately call'd to the Apoſtleſnip by out 
Saviour, the Scripture gives us no farther particu- 
lar Remarks concerning him than what we read 
in the Epiſtle for the day, wherein we have an 
account of the occaſion why, and a relation how 
he was choſen into the Apoſtleſhip, to make up 
that number of Twelve which our Bleſſed Saviour 
had pitch'd upon to plant the Chriſtian Faith 
throughout the World, govern the Church at pre- 
ſent, and by their prudent Settlement of Affairs, 
make provilion for future Emergencies that might 
befall it in ſucceeding Ages. 

The number of Twelve may probably allude 
to the ſame number of Patriarchs of the Jewik 
Tribes, or the twelve Rulers or Heads of thoſe 
Tribes; to which conjeQure our Saviour ſeems 
to give ſome colour and countenance, by telling 


them when the Son of Man ſhould fit on his Throne 


of 


| \ 59 
of Glory, they ſhould alſo fit on twelve Thrones ts 
judge the twelve Tribes of Iſrael. 

irſt we have in the Epiſtle the occaſion of the 
Vacancy; Judas Iſcariot, one of the Twelve, who 
was immediately call'd by our. Lord, and equally 
impower'd and commiſſion'd with the reſt to 
preach and work Miracles, was numbered with 
them, and had obtain'd part of their Miniſtry, yer 
all this time was a Man of baſe Principles and 
corrupt Deſigns; for tho? he preach'd (no doubt) 
with as much Zeal, and with (perhaps) as much 
Succeſs too as any of them; yet all along his vile 
Soul was ſo actuated with the ſordid love of Mo- 
ney (a Vice ill-becoming any Man, much worſe 
a Churchman) that neither the Miracles, Sermons; 
Favours nor familiar Converſe with our Saviour 
could ſecure him from Apoſtacy : This covetous 
temper as it firſt betray'd him to the baſeſt of Acti- 
ons, fo at laſt it brought him to as deſperate and 
fatal an end; for having treacherouſly and un- 
cratefully betray'd his Maſter (for the lucre of 
thirty pieces of Silver) into the hands of thoſe 
whom he knew would treat him with the higheſt. 
Inſtances of Ignominy and Cruelty, his guilty 
Conſcience became preſently ſo troubleſom and 
uneaſy to him For a wounded Spirit who can bear? 
that ſeized with horror for his wicked Fa 
(when he had, with ſorrow and indignation, 
thrown back that price of Blood, his wages of 
Iniquity in open Court) vainly hoping perhaps to 
find that reſt in another World which he found 
he could not enjoy in this, be departed and went 
and hanged himſelf, and falling down bart aſunder, 
and his Bowels guſbed out. 

A vacancy thus happening in the Apoſtoliek 
College, St. Peter acquainted the reſt (after their 
return from Mount Olivet where our Saviour had 
taken leave of them) that according to the pro- 
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pbetiCal.PrediQion, Judas having fallen from his 
Miniſtry, it was neceſſary another ſhould be ſu. 
ſtituted in his Biſhoprick, out of thoſe who hat 
been conſtant Diſciples of Chriſt, to be witneſ; 
with them of his Miracles, Death and Reſutte. 
tion. And accordingly by conſent two Candi. 
dates, both duly quality'd for the holy Office were 
propos'd, viz. Joſeph, whoſe fir-name was Bar. 
ſabas, and Matthias. The Holy Ghoſt not being 
yet given in full Power (by whoſe Inſpiration 
they were chiefly directed afterwards) they pro- 
ceeded to the Election by caſting Lots, a method 
then in great uſe both among the Jews and Gen- 
tiles, eſpecially in chuſing Judges and Magi 
Itrates; but to ſhew that *twas no common affair 
they were going about, the whole Congregation 
of Chriſtians there aſſembled (in number about 129) 
with one accord made their ſolemn addreſs to Heaven, 
beſeeching yhe omniſcient God, the ſearcher of Heart, 
(who perfectly underſtood the Tempers and Dil- 
poſitions of Men) that he would be pleaſed to direct 
the choice, and ſhew which of the two he ſaw beſt qua- 
liſied tor the Apoſtolick Charge from which Ju- 
aas had unhappily fallen; the Lot falling upon St. 
Matthias, he was afterwards numbered with the 
Eleven Apoſtles. 

After the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt this day's 
Saint among the reſt betook himſelf to his Pro- 
vince, to exerciſe the great Employment upon 
which he was ſent. The firſt Fruits of his Mi- 
niſtry (which was there very ſucceſsful) he ſpent 


in Judæa; from thence he betook himſelf to other 


Provinces Eaſtward, his principal reſidence being 
near the irruption of the River Aſparus and the Ri- 
ver Hyſus, where he met with a barbarous rude 
People; who, after he had converted great num- 
bers to the Chriſtian Faith, as a reward for his La- 
bours and Sufferings, beſtow'd upon _ the 
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Crown of Martyrdom; which ſome ſay was by» 

ſub: Crucifixion ; others, that he was ſtoned to Death. 

by the Jews-as a Blaſphemer. | 
From the obſervation of this Feſtival we may 


dre. Hearn; Frft, To beware of Covetouſneſs from the 
dd: fatal conſequences it brought upon Judas. Second- 
* , Not to abſent our ſelves from publick Wor— 
” Whip, tho” he that officiates happens to be an ill 
"5 alan. Thirdly, From the Apoltles pradice at this. 
Election religiouſly ro obſerve the Ember Faſts . 
o, and, Laſth, We are taught in the ColleR to pray 
"01. Ws that the” Church may be deliver'd from falls 
© Apoſtles, and always ordered and guided by 
70 faithful and true Paſtors. 

ion 275 


ven, MW The Aununciation of the Bleſſed Virgin Mak xv, 
wit, commonly calPd Eany Day, March 25, 


45 1 Church keeps this Feaſt partly in honour 
of the Bleſſed Virgin Mary, and partly in re— 
57 gard to the Incarnation of our Bleſſed Saviour, 
who being the ereraal Hord of the Father, was ut 
this time made Fleſb, And it is call'd the Annun- 
ciation or Declaration, which (we read in this 
„„ oay's Goſpel) was made by the Angel Gibriel.tof;,* 
. the bleſſed Virgin in the ſixth Month, which Fa 
nine Months before ſhe brought forth her firit-born 
don, This Annunciation the Angel uſher'd in 
with that heavenly Salutation, Hail! Thau that nt 
bighly favoured, the Lord is with thee, tbos art bl 
ed among omen. And when he perceived ho: 
thoughts in (ome diforder about the nature of the 
Complement trom ſuch an extraordinary Ambaſ- 
ſador, having firſt armed her againſt any diſlruſt 
La. Nor jealouſie the might have otherwiſe entertain'd 
the eoncerning the truth of what he was about to de- 
wo lirer, by bidding her 7” ns becauſe he was IA 
L | 


TOHrEA 


** 
* 
o — 5 1 — 2 — < = 21 
* 
- — 8 — _— —̃ a—— — ———— ww — 
383 3 > — n 5 n 2 8 * 
— _ — — — _ 


| 
| 


«4. — 


( 62 ) 

voured of the Lord; he proceeded to his Annunci. 
ation, referring to the Prophecy of 1ſarah con. 
cerning the Meſſiah (the portion of Scripture for 
this day's Epiſtle) and told her e ſhould concen: 
n her Womb, and bring forth a Son, and call bi 
name Jeſus ; and that þ ſhould be call'd the Son of 
the Higheſt, that the Lord would give unto him tbe 
Throne of his Father David, and he ſhould reign ner 
zhe Houſe of Jacob for ever, and of his Kingdom there 


fhould be no end. 


And when the bleſſed Virgin had given him au- 
dience with an awful reſped and reverence ſuita- 
ble to ſo divine a Meſſage, though not doubting 
the power of God to effect the truth of what he 
had deliver'd; yet, being only eſpouſed to a Man, 
me modeſtly defired to be ſatisfied in the mangzr 
of the Myſtery, How ſhall this be, ſeeing I know ni 
a Max? To which the Angel reply'd, The Hi! 


h ſhall come upon thee, and the power of tit 


Higheſt ſhall overſhadouavhee, and that which ſhall l: 
born of thee ſhall be called the Son of God And fat. 
ther to confirm her that nothing was impoſſible 
with God, he told her, at her Couſin Elizabet 
who had hitherto been called barren, was now ſi 
Months gone with Child in her old Age. The hol) 
Goſpel concludes with an account of that Hum 
lity and Meekneſs, Faith and Reſignation whi: 
the holy Virgin expreſs'd in her obedient rep!}, 
Behold the hand-maid of the Lord, be it unto me a 
cording to thy Word, And from that time the eter 
nal Son of the Father, very God of very God, be. 
ing of one Subſtance with the Father, became Il 
carnate and took upon him our Nature in itt 
Womb of the bleſſed Virgin, whereby two intite 
and perfe& Natures (viz. the Godhead and Man 
hood) were united in one Perſon never to be c 
vided, which make one Chrift very God and de. 
ry Man. * 
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And as this ſecond Perſon in the holy Trinity, 
the Son of God begotten by an eternal Generation 
before all Worlds, for us Men and our Salvation 
not only came down from Heaven, but alſo con- 
deſcended to a ſecond Generation according to the 
Fleſh, by ſuffering himſelf to be form'd and con- 
ceiv'd in the Womb of this bleſled Virgin, and at 
laſt to be brought forth by her, hereby vouchſafing 
her the honour to be the Mother of God; ſo it is 
upon this account all Generations hitherto have, 
and from henceforth ſhall for ever call and ac- 
knowledge the immaculate holy Virgin Mary 
Bleſſed. 

This Feſtival happening (in a manner) always 
before Eaſter, the Collect is a devout Prayer 
wherein the Church at once puts us in mind of 
theſe two great works in order to our Redemp- 
tion, the Incarnation and Reſurrection of our 
Lord and Saviour Feſus Chris. 


* 


St. Mank the Evangelift, April 25. 


B* obſerving this Feſtival we commemorate 
the Martyrdom of the holy Evangeliſt St. 
Mark. The name of Evangeliſt was at firſt com- 
mon to all that preached the Goſpel ; but was af- 
terwards confin'd to thoſe four ( whereof this 
day's Martyr was one) who wrote the Hiſtory of 
the Life, Preaching, Miracles, Death and Reſur- 
rection of our Saviour. 

He was born of Jewiſh Parents, deſcended 
from the Tribe of Lew, and of the Line of the 
Prieſthood; and being ſaid to be St. Peter's Siſter's 
Son was probably converted by him, who is alſo 
ſaid to be Surety for him at his Baptiſm; and af- 
terwards for ſome time entertain'd him as his 
Aminuenſis and Interpreter: For tho” the 1 * 
| les 
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files were inſpired, and among other miraculous 

Powers had the Gift of Languages beſtow'd upon 
them by the ſame Spirit; yet that of Interpretati- 
on of Tongues was a more peculiar Gift of ſome 
than others, and probably the Talent conferr'd in 
an eſpecial manner on this day's Saint. Belides, 
the Chriſtian Aſſemblies in thoſe days being gene- 
rally made of People of difterent Countries, and 
as it was impoſlible for the ſame Perſon to Gil- 
courſe in more Languages than one at the ſame 
time, ſo conſequently without an Interpreter the 
Sermon mult be loſt upon all the Auditors that 
did not underſtand the Language wherein it was 
deliver'd; whereupon ſome were enabled to iu— 
terpret to them in their own native Language ei- 
ther by Word or Writing. 

St. Peter took St. Mark along with him in his 
Apoſtolical Progreſs thro? Itaiy; and at Rome St. 
Peter's Converts were ſo taken with his preach- 
ing, that they would not be ſatisfied till they had 
— upon St Mark to deliver to them in 

riting the Hiſtorical Account of our Saviour 
which they had receiv'd from St. Peter's Mouth in 
the Pu'pit, which at their requeſt he faithfully per- 
formed, and having it peruſed and approved by St. 
Peter's Authority, it has been read ever ſince in all 
ChriftianChurches by thename of St. Mars Golpel, 

Being ordained by St. Peter, he was ſent by him 
to plant Chriftianity in Egypr. His chief refidence 
was at Alexandria, where he had not only the or- 
dinary ſucceſs to convert great numbers to the 
Chriſtian Faith, but to ſo extraordinary a ſtrict 
* profeſſion of it had he brought his Proſelytes, that 
a learned Jew wrote a Book of the peculiar 
rites and way of Life of St Mark's Converts. 

Yet did he not confine the exerciſe of his Fun- 
ction to Alexandria, but removed weſtward to the 
parts of Lybia; where tho' he found the People 

Oo, as 


5 

as barbarons in their Manners as idolatrous in 
their Worſhip, yet by his Preaching and Miracles 
he prevail'd upon them to embrace the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, and before he left them confirm'd them in 
the protefſion of it. Then returning to Alexan- 
aria he ſettled the Affaits of that Church, making 
a proviſion for Succeſſion by conſtituting and or- 
daining Governours and Paftors: And happy it 
was for that Church that he had finiſh'd that, ſo 
great and neceſſary a work, which he had not 
long performed, before himſelf was barbaroufly 
diſpatch'd out of this World, which happened a- 
bout Eaſter (the Heathens of that Country at that 
time celebrating the Solemnities of Seraprs) and de- 
ing reſolv'd to vindicate hat their Idol, which 
this holy Man had told them was no God; they 
rudely broke in upon him whilſt he was ſolemnly 
engaged in the Worſhip of the true God, bound 
him hand and foot with Cords, and dragg'd his 
Body through the moſt (tony and rugged Streets 
till they came to a precipice near the Sea; but 
concluding their Cruelty would have been too 
compaſſionate if they ſhould have made an end of 
him at once by throwing him down headlong, they 17 
lody'd his ſhattered Body in a Priſon (where his 4 
Soul was comforted by a divine Viſion) and ear— 
ly next Morning they renewed their Tragedy, 
dragging again his already mangled Carcaſe till his | 
Fleſh being torn off and his Blood run out, his 
Spirits at laſt failing, the good Man thus exchan- 
ged this Life for a better. 

The Epiſtle and Goſpel have no other relation, 
to the day than this; the Epiſtle refers to the Aſ- 
cenſion of our Lord, this Martyr ſuffering near 
that time of the Year. K 

The holy Goſpel relates the Conſolation and 
mutual Love betwixt Chri# and his Members un- 
der the parable of the Vine with the bleſſed re- 


ward 
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ward that attends thoſe that faithfully adhere 10 
him, as did this day's holy Martyr, whoſe Exan. 
ple that we may be able to imitate (as we are in. 
ſtructed by his Doctrine) we pray in the Colle 
for Grace, © That we may be eſtabliſh'd in the 
* truth of the Goſpel, and not carry'd about 


with every blaſt of vain Doctrine. 


— 


St. PHILIP and St. James, May 1. 


—_— is a double Feſtival kept in memory of 


the Martyrdom of thoſe two Apoſtles St. 
Philip and St. James the leſs, who are ſaid to be 
put to Death both on the {ſame day of the Month, 
tho' neither at the ſame Place nor in the ſame Year. 
St. Philip being bord at Bethſaida, a fiſhing 
Town near the Sea of Tyberiar, had the honour 
to be firſt called to the Diſcipleſhip: For the 
our Saviour met St. Andrew and his Brother, an! 
convers'd with them ſome little time after his re- 
turn out of the Wilderneſs, yet they returned to 
their Trade and were not called til] above a Year 
after, when St. Fob Baptiſt was caſt into Priſon; 


whereas the very next day after his meeting and 
parting with them as he was paſſing through G4 
lilee, he found Philip whom he commanded to 


follow him (his conſtant form. of chuting his 
Diſciples) which call he immediately obey'd; and 
no ſooner had Religion taken poſſeſſion of his 
mind, but like an active Principle it began to dit- 
fuſe it ſelf; For as ſoon as he had entered him- 


ſelf in the School of Chriſt, his firſt buſineſs was 
to make Prolelytes, and the firſt he found was 


Nathauiel, a Perſon of Note and Eminency (be- 
ing a Doctor of the Law) whom he not only 
acquainted with the good News that he had 
found the Meſſiab, but conducted him immediate: 
ly to him. | 1 he 
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The Upper A/ia was allotted to this Apoſile's 
Province, where, by his indefatigable Labours, 
conſtant Preaching, and the Efficacy of his Mira- 
cles, he made a great number of Converts, whom 
he baptized and confirmed in the Chriſtian Faith, 
At laſt, after many Years good ſucceſs in his 
Apoſtolick Office, he went to Hierapolis a rich 
and populous City in Phrygra, where among other 
Idolatries he found them worſhip a great Serpent 
or Dragon; his righteous Soul being vext to ſee 
a People enſlaved to fo vile an Error, could not 
ceaſe ſoliciting Heaven till by his fervent Prayers 
he had procur'd the death, or at leaſt the vaniſh- 
ing of their beloved [dol; and then taking this op- 
portunity to make them ſenſible how unbecoming 
it was to give divine Honours to ſuch odious 
Creatures, and that God alone was to be worfhip- 
ped, preaching to them Chr//# and the ReſurreQi- 
on, he made them ſo aſhamed of their Idolatry, 
that great numbers of them became Chriſtians. 
This ſucceſs ſo far enrag'd the idolatrous Magi- 
ſtrates of the City, that having ſeized the Apoſtle, 
and as a preparative to their farther deſign'd Cru- 
elty caus'd him to be ſeverely ſcourged, and then 
led to execution, being bound; ſome ſay they 
hang'd him by the neck to a Pillar, others affirm 
they crucified him. | 

From his Example we may learn : 

Firſt, To prepare our minds readily to obey al 
the ſuggeſtions and offers of divine Grace. 

Secondly, To be forward to direct others in the 
ſame way of Happineſs wit:: our ſelves, ie. 
when we are converted to endeavour to confirm 
and ſtrengthen our Brethren. And, 

Laſtly, With boldneſs to profeſs the Truth 
whenever the Providence of God calls us to give 
a Teſtimony to it, tho” it be with the hazard of 
our Lives. | 

G St, 
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St. James whoſe Feſtival we this day cel: brate, 


is call'd the Brother of our Lord, being the Son 
of Joſeph by a former Wite ; he is call'd St. James 


the leſs, to diſtinguiſh him from the other St. 


James, who was a Perſon of greater Stature d 
Body; he is alſo call'd James the juſt, from the 
great reputation he had acquired tor his Virtue, 
Juſtice and Piety ; he is alſo call'd the Son of 4, 


_ phans, which ſome think was another name of 


Joſeph, it being cuſtomary (as has been already ob- 
ſerved) for the Jews to have two names; tho! o- 
thers think he has this name from his being a Dit- 
ciple to a Sect of the Jews called Alphears. 

After the ReſurreQion St. Paul tells us this A- 
poſtle was honoured with a particular appearance 
of our Saviour to him, which perhaps might be in 
compaſſion to his humane Nature, leſt he ſhould 
have fainted by too tedious Faſting, he being (aid 
to have made a ſolemn Vow, that from the 
time he drank of the. Cup at the Inſtitution of the 
lait Supper he would eat no Bread till he had ſeen 
zhe Lord riſen from the Dead. | 

He was Biſhop of Jeruſalem, which dignity 
ſome affirm to be conferr'd upon him by our-Lord 
himſelt before his Aſcenſion; others that he was 
choſen by the reſt of the Apoſtles. We find him 
fit as Preſident in the Synod held at Jeruſalem, to 
determine the Controverſie about Maſaicſ Rites, 
where the caſe was open'd by St. Peter, and ar- 
gued by St. Paul and St. Barnabas, who all at laſt 
ſubmitted to the final determination of St. Jar! 

the Biſhop of the place. . 

_ This great Saint was remarkable for all man- 
ner of Chrittian Graces, his Temper was meek and 
humble, his Temperance admirable, neither eating 
Fleſh nor drinking Wine; Prayer was ſo much 
his buſineſs and delight, that by his frequent De- 
votions his knees were become as hard and braw- 
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ny as a Camels; in ſhort, his Piety and Virtue 
were ſo exemplary that he was not only reveren- 
ced by Chriſtians, but honoured by the Jews, ma- 
ny of the more noble ſort being by his InftruQi- 
ons and Example brought to a belief of the Chri- 
ſtian Faith; which ſucceſs provoked his malicious 
Enemies to conſpire his ruin; who being vex'd 
to ſee St. Paul eſcape their fury by appealing to 
Caeſar, reſolv'd now to turn their revenge upon 
St. James: However, to carry the matter on more 


| plauſibly, they fet the Scribes and Phariſees at 


work to enſnare him, deſiring him to take the op- 
portunity of that great confluence of People at 
the paſchal Lamb, to undeceive them and reQify 
the falſe Opinion they had receiv'd concerning 
Jeſus, whom they look'd upon to be the Meſſiab, 
and to this end deſit'd him to go with them to the 
top of the Temple, where he might be beſt ſeen 
and heard. And when he was plac'd on a Pinna- 
cle of the Temple, they addrels'd themſelves to 
him to inſtru the People in the Inſtitutions of 
the crucify'd Jeſus, who with an audible voice 
told them, That that Jeſus whom they enquired after 
was now ſitting at the right hand of Cod, and wonld 
come again in the Clouds of Heaven; upon the bear- 
ing of which, the People below glorified the Bleſ- 
ſed Jeſus, and proclaim'd Haſanna to the Son of Da- 
vid. The Scribes and Phariſees finding themſelves 
diſappointed in the Peoples affection to the Apo- 
{tle and his DoQrine, took this occaſion to dif- 
patch him, that by his Fate others might take 
warning not to believe what he had deliver'd; 
whereupon crying out that Juſtus himſelf was ſedu- 
ced and become an Impoſtor, they threw him down 
headlong from the place where he ſtood; being 
(not quite kill'd, but) very much bruis'd by the 
fall, he recover'd ſo much ſtrength as to get upon 
his knees to pray for his — which whillt 

2 he 
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he was a doing they fell afreſh upon the remainders 
of his Life with a ſhower of Stones; at laſt one 
more cruelly kind than the others, put an end to 
his miſery by beating out his brains with a Fuller's 
Club (in the goth Year of his Age, and about 24 
after Chris Aſcenſion) to the great grief not on- 
ly, of all good Chriſtians, but even all ſober and 
juſt Men among the Jews: The murther of this 
good Man Foſephus reckons as one of thoſe crying 
Sins that more immediately haſten'd the divine 
Vengeance to bring Ruin and Deſtruction upon 
the Jewiſh Nation. 2 

The Epiſtle for the day is the beginning, of that 
Epiltle which he wrote to the Jewiſh Converts 
di;pers'd and ſcatter'd abroad, to comfort them 
in their Sufferings, confirm them againſt, Error, 
ſecute their Patience and Charity, encourage them 
to faithful perſeverance, and fortifie them againſt 
thoſe Temptations whereby their Faith might be 
endanger'd. | TR, Ha LS 
The Goſpel gives us an account of the diſcourſe 
our Lord had with St. Philip concerning himſelf 
a little before the paſchal Supper, wherein our 


Bleſſed Saviour gently reproves his Ignorance at- 


ter ſo long attendance upon his DoQtrine ; where- 
by we are taught that God expects Improvements 
trom us according to the opportunities we have 
of being inſtructed in the School of Chriſt. 


—— ů ů 


| St. BarNaBas the Apoſile, June 11. 


THE Church this day celebrates the Feaſt of 
ku St. Barnabas the Apoſtle, who was of the 
\ Tribe of Levi, born at Cyprus, deſcended of rich 
and religious Parents, train'd up in the Study of 
the Law under the ſame Tutor with St. Pa. 
Where their acquaintance might very probably 
TY] 2 the 
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the Foundation of that intimate Friendſſſip after- 


wards contracted betwixt thoſe two Apoſtles. 
His proper name was Jaſes or Joſeph, and by 


the Apoſtles he was ſirnam'd Barnabas, which 


ſiznifies the Son of Conſolation, either upon the ac- 
count of his eminent prophetick Gifts, and the 
great dexterity he had in adminiſtring relief and 
comfort to troubled Minds, or as aun acknow+ 
jedgement of his great Charity in ſelling his whole 
Eſtate for the relief and conſolation of poor di- 


| ſtreſſed Chriſtians. 


His firſt employ in the Church was at Antioch, 
whither he was ſent by the Apoſtles to confirm 
and ſettle that Church upon the joyful news they 
had receiv'd that many in that City had embrac'd 
the Chriſtian Faith. And here his labours had ſo 
good ſucceſs, that the numbers added to the Church 
became too great a charge for a ſingle Perſon ; 
whereupon he went to Tarſus, and call'd in St. 
Paul to his aſſiſtance; who returning with him as 
his coadjutor, they labout'd together a whole year 
in eſtabliſhing that Church. From hence St. Par. 
and he went to carry the charitable Supply which 
they had collected among the Chriſtians at Anti- 
och for relief of the poor Brethren in Jadæa, who 
were reduc'd to great neceſſities by a famine that 
raged in the Country. Thus far the Epilile- for 
the day gives an account of this Apoſtle. 

In the 13th Chapter of the Ads we read how 
the Apollles were directed by the Holy Ghoſt to 
diſpatch this Apoſtle with St. Paul to convert the 
Gentile World, with the manner of their Ordi- 
nation, v8. Faſting, Praying aud Im poſition of 
bands; H/hen the Apoſtles had faſted and prayed and 
laid their hands upon them they ſent them away At 
Paphos, a City in Cyprus remarkable for Idolatiy, 
they converted the Governour Sergius Paulus by. 


the Miracle they W upon the Sorcerer EH- 


3 Was. 
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mat. After three Years travel they returned to 
Aatioch, whence being expell'd by a Perſecution, 
they went to Icouium, at which place we read in 
the ſecond Leſſon for the Morning, how upon 
ſome wicked Deſigns the Jews laid againſt them 
they fled to Lyſtra, where for the Miracle wrought 
upon the Cripple they were reputed as Gods; 
and as they gave St. Paul the name of Mercurius, 
becauſe he was the chief Speaker, ſo they call'd 
St. Barnabas Jupiter (their Sovereign Deity) either 
on the account of his venerable Age, or the Gra- 
vity and Comelineſs of his Perſon. The remain- 
ing part of that Chapter continues the relation of 
their Travels, Labours and Perſecutions. In the 
next Chapter, which is the fecond Leſſon for the 
Evening, we have an Account of this Apoſtle's 
behaviour in the Controverſy between the Jewiſh 
and Gentile Converts. At firſt he vigorouſly op- 
poſed the Jadaizers, but afterwards St. Pax/ com- 
plains in his Epiſtle to the Galatians, that he waz 
fo far byaſs'd by St, Peter's conduct in that affair, that 
be diſſembled his Chriſtian Liberty to curry favour 
with the Jewiſh Converts, In the cloſe of this 
Chapter we read of the great difference that hap- 
pen'd between theſe two intimate Friends, and 
how they parted upon it: Tho? the Providence of 
God turn'd this their ſtrife and parting to the be- 
nefit of the Church, for by their ſeparation Chti— 
fliauity became more diffuſive than if they had 
continued together. 

In his old Age returning to his own Country 
Ci prus, to ſpend the remainder of his days in 
converting aud doing good among his Country- 
men the Jews, at Salamis a City in that Iſland; 
ſome Jews being come from Syria, ſet upon him 
as he was diſputing in the Syn»gogue, and ſhut 
him up in a corner of it tilt Night; and then 


bringing him forth after infinite ] ortures, ſome 


6 lay 
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fay they ſtoned him to Death ; others that putting 
a rope about his Neck, they dragged him to a 
Stake and there burnt him. | 

From the Example of this day's Saint learn we, 

Firſt, To deſpiſe Eaſe and the Pleaſures of this 
Life, when we have an opportunity to propagate 
the Chriſtian Religion. 

Secondly, Not only to contribute out of our 
Fortunes to the relief of the neceflitous, but to 
excite Others to the duty of Charity. 

Thirdly, From the reproof we find this day's 


| Saint had from St. Paul for his too much compli- 


ance With the Jews, let us take care that no 
worldly Intere(t prevail with us to diſſemble or 
complement away our Religion. And, | 
Laſih, In the Colle& we are taught to pray 
for the gifts and aſſiſtance of God's Holy Spjrit, 
and Grace to uſe them always to his Honour 
and Glory. | 8 


U 
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IE are call'd this day to celebrate the Birth of 
St. John the Baptiſt: A Birth-day which 
feems accompany'd with as much Joy as Wonder. 
A Birth which God Almighty fent an Angel from 
Heaven to notifie to his Parents, that they might 
not be too much ſurpriz'd by fo great a Bleſſing, 
which they had not the leaſt reaſon to expe, be- 
ing both' of them ſo well ftricken in Years, and 
his Mother not only old, but alſo had been hi- 
therto reputed barren. And as his Birth was 
wonderful, ſo being prophetical of our Lord 
(whom he ſaluted out of his Mother's Womb) it 
was no lefs joyful in that he was the Meffenget 
the Prophet Malachi mentions that was ſent to pre- 
pare the way of the Lord; whom alto the Angel 
To G 4 Gabriel 
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Cabriet had promiſed his Father Zacharias that le 
Huld be great in the ſight of the Lord, and that he 
ſhould neither drink Wine: nor ſtrong drink, and that 
he ſhonld be filled with the Hely Chef from his Mo- 
ther Homb ; and conſequently, as the Harbinger 
of our Saviour, be the greateſt of all the Prophets. 

And according to the Prophecy of [ſaiah, as 
well as the Prediction of the Angel, this day's 
Saint being qualify'd for his Office (by adding to 
the grace of his Birth an innocency of Life) de- 
gan his Miniſtry in the Wilderneſs of Judæa, by 
proclaiming to the Jews the approach of the Meſ- 
ſiab, and telling them that their expectation bring (0 
near to be fulfilled, they would do well to break «ff 
their ſinful habits ly a Sb Repentance, and there- 
by qualifie themſelves for the Kingdom. of Heaven, 
which he told them was nigh at hand. , | 

He was.call'd the Baptift, becauſe he entered his 
Diſciples into a new Inſtitution of Life by Bap- 
tilm: *T'is true it was a Rite before in uſe among 
the Jews, but never uſed before this time to ſha- 
dow out Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins; be- 
Aſides, he might be call'd he Baptiſt in that he had 
the honour to baptize our Saviour, whoſe Baptiſm: 
was accompany'd with a miraculous atteſtation 
from Heaven. And ſo careful was he to confirm 
his Diſciples in the belief of the Meſſiab, and that 
their Faith might not be ſhaken after his depar- 
ture, that when he was in Priſon he ſent them to 
ſatisfiethemſelves trom our Saviour's own Mouth, 
whether he was the Meſſiah that ſhould come, or 
they ſbould ſtill look for another, 

Tho! the Church priacipally commemorates the 
myſterious Nativity of this day's Saint, yet ſhe 
doth not omit his Liſe and Death in her Offices 
for the day. | | 

For the Epillle is [/azah's Prophecy concerning 
his Birth, Which the Holy Goſpel n 

| e 


tory of. 
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The ſecond Leſſon for the Morning records his 
manner of Life as well as his Office.. 
Having providentially eſcap'd the ctuelty of one 
Herod in his Infancy, he led a mortified Life, his 
Garment was made of Camels hair, with a leathers - 
Girdle about his Loyns, and his habitation was a 
Wilderneſs ; and here it was he entered upon his 
Office of Preaching and Baptizing. In his Preach- 
ing he did not handle the Word of God deceitſully, 
by flattering great Men in their Sins; no, he had 
no reſpect of Perſons in the diſcharge of his Of- 
fice, but impartially condemned and equally re- 
proved the Vices of all Ranks and Orders of Men; 
and *twas this freedom of reproof (which he took 
in the Pulpic) that coſt him his head. For tho?®” 
he had eſcaped (as is already mention'd) one He- 
rod, yet the ſecond Leſſon for the Evening gives 
us an account of his falling into the hands of anos, 
ther Herod every whit as bloody. This Herod ha- 
ving turn'd away his lawful Wite, liv'd in ince- 
ſtuous Adultery with Herydias, Wite to his Bro- 
ther Philip who was till alive: And St. John 
(who-knew not how to trim or flatter a Patron) 
as boldly rebuked him for it, and in plain terms 
told him, -was his duty to put her away. This 
was a Doctrine neither he nor his Miſtreſs could 
brook. For tho? the auſterity of St. John's Life, 
and the authority of his Doctrine wrought ſo far 
upon Herod, that he not only heard him gladly, 
but alſo obſerv'd and did many things which he 
taught; yet when he came to touch upon his be- 
loved Crime, the truth of his Tongue muſt forfeit 
his Head: And tho' perhaps Herod would not of 
himſelf (more it may be out of Fear of the Peo- 
ple than out of kindneſs to the Baptiſt) have pro- 
ceeded to ſuch a piece of Cruelty; yet Herodias, 
who could not be eaſy under ſuch Diſcipline, 
took the opportunity of Heroa's raſh Oath to her 
Wo Daughter, 
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Daughter, and by her demanded his Head, which 
Herod (tho' with ſeeming regret) granted, pre- 
tending to that falſe Notion of Honour (till too 
much in taſhion) that an unlawful Oath ought to 
be performed; whereas in truth, a raſh or unlaw. 
ful Oath obliges a Man to nothing but Repen- 
tance, and the ſpeedy breaking it is a necellury 
part of that Repentance due for taking it. 
The great uſe we are to make of this Feſlival 
is with the Church in the Collect, to pray for 
Grace to imitate this day's great Saint in con- 
ſtantly ſpeaking the Truth, boldly rebuking Vice, 
and patiently ſuffering for the Truth's fake. 


St. PETER's Day, June 29. 


3 Church this day celebrates the martyr- 
| dom of the firlt Apoſtle St. Peter, born at 
Bethſaida (before-mention'd) by Trade a Fiſher- 
man, call'd Simon at his Circumciſion, the name 
Cephas or Peter (which ſignifies a Rock) was gi- 
ven him by our Blefled Saviour to denote the 
firmnefs of his Faith, and how vigorouſly aQive 
he ſhould be in building the Church upon ſuch a 
Foundation as the Gates of Hell ſhould never. prevail 
againſt it. 

The occaſion of his becoming a Diſciple was 
this; about a Year after his Brother St: Andreu 
had brought him to ſee the Lord, it happened that 
our Bleſſed Saviour one day retiring for his priva- 
cies to the banks of the Sea of Galilee, finding 
himſelf followed by the Multitude, to avoid the 
chrong ſtept into a little Fiſher-boat, near the 
Shore, which belong'd to St. Peter, who with his 
Companions. were gone to waſh and dry their 
Nets: Upon St. Peter's return our Saviour celt- 


red him to put @ little from the Shore, 8 
20 0 
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he taught the People; and to convince them at 
he war a Teacher come from God, he ended his Ser- 
mon with fuch a miraculous draught of Fiſhes as 
made St. Peter humbly acknowledge his own vile- 
neſs, and expreſs his fear that the divine Vengeance 
might purſue him. But our bleſſed Saviour pre- 
ſently allays his fears by aſſuring him, he Miracle 
was not wrought to terrifie but to confirm and ſtrengthen 
his Faith; telling him withal, hat he deſign'd both 
him and his Brother for a more noble employment than 
catching of iſh, and commanded hem both to fol- 
ler him, which they immediately without any he- 
ſitation comply'd with. | 

This Apoltle was the firſt of thofe three that were 
admitted more familiarly than the reſt into our' 
Lord's Privacies and Retirements. And when ſe- 
yeral of the Diſciples left our Saviour upon their 
Diſcovery that he was not ſuch a Meſſiah as they 
lad for (whoſe Kingdom ſhould conliſt in out- 
ward Pomp and Plenty) and that the Duties he 
required were like to grate hard upon them; our 
Saviour ask ing his Apoſtles, sf they would alſo go a- 
way? St. Peter (as generally the ſpokeſman for all 
the reſt) anſwered, They had no where to go to bet. 
ter their Condition, and *twas be only had the words 
of eternal Life ; 't was his DoQrine alone that could 
inſttuc them in the way to Heaven. 

He is always ſet down the firſt in the Liſt of 
the Apoſtles, his Age and Gravity as well as his 
Courage and Conſtancy fitly qualifying him for 
the primacy of Order: Tho? we do not find any 
other privilege he enjoy'd above them; in confeſe 
ling Chri/t he only ſpoke the ſenſe of his Brethren ; 
and if he is call'd a Kock (in the Goſpel for the 
day) they are equally call'd Foundations upon 
which the Walls of the Church are erected; and 
the power of the Keys is equally ſhared amongſt* 
em by our Saviour's ſpecial Commitiion, * 
! et 
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Yet (tho' this great Apoſtle was every way thus 
quality d) to ſhew that the beſt of Men are ſubjed 
to Infirmities, and to caution us againſt Preſump- 
tion, Self-confidence and Vain-glory, we have 2 
failure of this Saint's recorded for our Inſtruction. 
Upon the approach of our Saviour's Sufferings, 
truſting too much upon his own Strength, he 
mightily betray*d his Weakneſs and humane Frai!ty 
in denying his Maſter. But then again for our di- 
rection to turn from the evil of our ways by a ſpeedy 
Repentance; we read how quickly he recover'd 
himſelf by a gracious look from our Saviour, pal- 
ſionately bewails his folly, and waſhes away his 
Guilt by his penitential Tears. 

Alfter the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, this Apoſile 
in his firſt Sermon converted 3000 Souls. The 
next thing is (what we have in the two ſecond 
Leſſons) his preaching to the People that came 
to ſee the lame Man he had reſtor'd, which cure 
he profeſſed was not wrought by any power or ho- 
lineſs either in him or St. John, but by God and hi 
Son Feſus Chriſt, and through Faith in his name; 
and then boldly reprehending them for ett, 
the Lord of Glory, &c. The moſt remarkable paſ- 
ſage that follow'd, was the exemplary Puniſhment 
he inflicted upon Azanias and Sapphira for their 
Sacrilege. Atlaft, after his long Travels through 
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia and Aſia, his paintul 
Preaching and indefatigable Labours in defence of 
the Goſpel (ſet down at large in the Ads of the d. 
Poſtles) as well as imminent dangers he miracu- 
louſly eſcap'd (particularly that mention'd in ie 
Epiſtle.) Towards the latter end of his days he 
went to Rome, where he beſtow'd all his time and 
pains in eſtabliſhing the Chriſtian Religion, and 
there at laſt ſuffered Martyrdom under Nexo, be- 


ing provok'd by his ſucceſs againſt Sin Magus; 


who having fail'd in an attempt to raiſe a you"; 
| | Gentleman 


dedicated to pious uſes. And, 
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Gentleman from the dead, wherein St. Peter ſuc- 
ceeded, to regain his reputation pretended to fly up 
into Heaven, but by the Prayers of St. Peter that 
ſuch; a deluſion might not paſs upon the Peo- 
ple, his Wings he had made failing him, he dy'd 
the next day of the bruiſcs he receiv'd by his fall. 
Another provocation this Saint had given that 
laſcivious Prince, was his reducing many lewd 
Women to a ſober Life, thereby thwarting the 
wanton temper to which that Prince was become 
ſo much a Slave. 

The Death he was condemn'd to was Cruci- 
fixion, but affirming himſelf unworthy to dye in 
the ſame poſture his Lord had ſuffered before him, 
at his tequeſt to the Officers he was crucify'd with 
his; Head downwards, His Body being embalm'd 
(after the, Jewiſh manner) by one of his Friends, 
was þury'd in the Vatican near the triumphal Way, 
where there was a Church erected to his memo- 
ry, which is now for its Magnificence, Riches 
and Beauty one of the Wonders of the World, and 
known by the name of St. Peter's at Rome. 

The uſe we are to make of this Feſtival is from 
this Saint's example : | \ 344 

Firit, To learn readily to obey every divine 
and humbly to acknowledge our own Vile- 
nels. 

Secondly, Boldly to aflert the Truth, but at the 
ſame time to beware how we rely and preſume 
upon our own Strength, leſt we provoke God to 
withdraw his Grace, therefore when we ſtand to take 
heed leſt we fall. 

Thirdly, Speedily to repent, and- heartily to be- 
wail our Errors. 

Fourthly, To be careful how we make Vows, 
and take as much heed to obferve them. 

Fifthly, Not to alienate things conſecrated or 


Laſtly 
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his future greatneſs. 
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Lafily, To make up our former failures by our 


future Zeal and Induſtry in God's Scrvice, and re- 
ſolutely (if thereto called) to ſuffer for our holy 


Religion. And that Chriſtians may be the better 


inſtructed in theſe neceſſary Duties, we are taught 
by the Church in the Collect to pray That all 
« Biſhops and Paſtors of the Church may diligent- 
“ ly preach God's Word, and the People follow 
„the ſame, that they may receive the Crown of 
&« everlaſting Glory. „ 1117 
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St. James the Apoſlir, July 25. 


MHls day we ſolemnize the Martyrdom of St. 


James, ſurnam'd he Great, either by reaſon 
of his age or bulk in compariſon of the other St. 
James, or upon the account of ſome particular 


favour confer'd upon him by our Saviour, as be- 


ing one of his three Favourites. He was Son of 
Zebedee, and Brother of St. John before-mention- 
ed, and Partner with St. Peter in the fiſning Trade, 
He and- his Brother being in the Ship or Boat with 
their Father when our Saviour paſs'd by the Sea 
of Galilee, were call'd by him to the Diſcipleſhip; 
he never ſtood to queſtion the authority or diſpute 
the Commands of our Saviour, but anſwer'd 
Cbriſt's follow me with a chearful obedience, left 
his aged Father in the Ship, and broke through all 
Impediments that might have perſuaded his ſtay, 
which ready complyance gave an early Omen to 
- The exerciſe of his Apoſtolick Office was con- 
fin'd to Judea and Samaria, tho' ſome Spaniſh Hi- 


ſtorians will have it that after the death of St. Hie 


phen he went into Spain and there planted Chriſtia- 


nity. 


His 
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Vis great Zeal and Succeſs in propagating the 
Chriſtian Faith, provok'd the fury of Herod to vex 
certain of the Charch, who having the power of 
the Sword newly lodg'd in his hand by a Grant 
from the Emperor Cl/ardins, cauſed this day's Saint 
to be put to death, not only to ſatisfy his own 
natural thirſt after human Gore (being of a bloo- 
dy race) but alſo to oblige the Populacy, and ſhew 
his Zeal for the Religion moſt apreeable to the 
Inclination of the People. This Herod was Grand- 
ſon to Herod the Great, who butchered the Inna- 
cents; a Man of ſo mean Extraction, that he 
burnt the Genealogies of the Hebrews to make 
himſelf a Gentleman: He was Nephew to Hero 
the Tetrarch that murthered St. Jo the Baptiſt, 
and-being a Branch — a Root thus plen- 
tifully watered with the Blood of Saints, and an 
obſcure Family as well as a Stranger and Alien 
by his birth to their Nation, what could be ex- 
pected from ſuch a Perſon but barbarous Inhuma- 
nity? And that their expectations might not be 
baulk'd, and to ſhew that his actions ſhould every 
way anſwer his Character; humane Gore muſt be 
ſhed as his inaugurating Sacrifice, his Kingdom 
(like the Walls of Rowe) mult have its Founda- 
tion cemented with Blood, and that of Chriſtians 
too, be Hild (ſaith the Epiſtle for the day) James 
the Brother of John with the Sword. It was not, 
we may be ſure, out of any regard Herod had to 
the Apoſtle, that he ſuffer'd what we look upon 
as ſo honourable a Death, which was that of be- 
heading. For thoſe who are verſed in Jewiſh An- 
tiquities affirm this death of beheading as ignomi- 
nious as any of the reſt, and that the Jews only 
practis'd it upon ſuch Malefactors as were guilty 
of ſeducing of the People from the Worſhip of 
their own to that of ſome (ſtrange God; and 'tis 
not improbable St. James might ſuffer upon that 

gs 'pretence ; 
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pretence ; for his active Zeal for his cruciſy'd Ma. 00 
ſter, and the propagating his DoQrine, endeavou- 


ring thereby to convince them of their Error, and 550 
bring them to acknowledge him whom they hal 8 


crucity'd to be the very Chriſt (which being no 
ways allow'd by the Zealots of their Party) might 
with them fall under the notion of drawing them 
to a ſtrange God, and ſo bring him under that 
Condemnation. Thus many times it happens, to 
be zealous in a good Cauſe draws upon Men the 
puniſhment due to a bad one. 

What was very remarkable in this Apoſtle, at 
his Tryal he defended his own Cauſe (i. e. the 
Chriſtian Religion) with that undaunted Chriſtian 
Courage and Magnanimity, that the ſtrength of 
his Arguments, delivered with ſo much reſolu- 
tion, had that powerful effe& upon his Accuſer, 
that he became his Convert, repented of what he 
had done, beg'd the Apoſtle's pardon (who as 
readily upon his repentance gave him abſolution) 
publickly profeſs'd himſelf a Chriſtian, and freely 
at the ſame time ſubmitted his Head to that fatal 
but happy ſtroke. | 
| . Here it may not be amiſs to take notice how Bro 
| the divine Vengeance purſu'd theſe three T yrant 
| - Herods, The firſt, that murthered the [nnocents, 
was ſmitten by God with many Plagues and Tor- 


tures, a flow burning Fire afflited his Entrails, = 
a ravenous inſatiable Appetite his Stomach, an in 
Ulcer his. Bowels, accompany'd with a torment- hi 
ing Cholick; a ſwelling his Feet, which made = 
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.them of a venomous Colour; at laſt his Members Ho 
| being eaten up with crawling Worms, ke rotted B 
alive, and dy'd of terrible Convulſions. The ſe. W- 
cond Herod, that murther'd St. Job» the Baptil, I , 
upon his diſgraceful putting away his lawful Wife f 
to make room for his inceſtuous Embraces, King WW ., 
Aretas his Wite's Father making War againſt — 
| route 


* 
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touted bim and his whole Army, which: Joſephus 
reckons as a Plague upon him for beheading the 
Baptiſt. This laſt Herod, who flew St. Famer, 
was the fame Herod we read of in the twelfth 
Chapter of the Ads of the Apoſtles, who having 
without any diſlike receiv'd that blaſphemous Ap- 
plauſe from the People for his eloquent Harangue, 
was immediately ſmote by an Angel, becauſe he gave 
wt Cod the Glory, and was eaten up »f Worms 

What we may obſerve from this Feſtival is, 

Firſt, From this Saint's readineſs to leave all 10 
fullay Chriſt, we are taught by his Example to leave 
all worldly enjoyments, Father and Mother, Wife 
and Children, Houſes and Lands, rather than for- 
feit a goad Conſcience. * 

Secondly, From the effect his Behaviour had up- 
on the Informer at his death, we fee God's Ble. 
ling attends thoſe that depend upon his Provi- 
dence, reſolutely diſcharge their duties, and dare: 
8 ay down their Lives for Chr!/?'s fake aud his 

olpel. 

The holy Goſpel for the day gives us an account 
of a raſh ambitious Petition this Apoſtle and his 
Brother put up to our Saviour by their Mother, 
as alſo the candid method our Saviour made ule 
of to convince them of the imprudence of their 
demand (at the ſame time quieting the reft of the 
Apoſtles who were offended. at-the requeſt) by 
jnſtructing them in the nature of his Kingdom, 
which was far different from thoſe of earthly Prin- 
ces, that in his ſervice Humility was the way tC 
Honour, and he who took moſt pains to do good 
ſhould be greateſt, propoſing his own example who 
came not to be miniſired to, but to miniſter and ſerve 
others, tho' at the expence of his own Life. 

The Collect is a devout Prayer, That accord- 
ing to this Saint's Example we may forſake al! 
* worldly and car nal Affections, and be cvermore. 
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ready to follow and obey God's holy Command cy, 
„ ments. | 
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C.. BARTHOLOMEW the Apoſtle, Aug. 24. 


HIS day is kept holy in commemoration c 
the Martyrdom of St. Bartholomew, ſo called, 
as the Son of Tholmai, a common way of diſtin. 
guiſhing Men among the Jews, by adding Ba ſ fon, 
which ſignifies Son, to the Father's name, as Ba-. fore 
jona the Son of Jonas, Bartimens, the Son of Time. ¶ ſab 
r, much like the Macs ſtill in uſe in Irelaud and bron 
the {Highlands of Scotland, and the Aps in Hales. St. E 
Having no more of him in the evangelical Hi-W in th 
ſtory than the bare mention of his name, moſtÞ Lor. 
Writers conclude him to be conceal'd under the Savi 
' _ name of Nathanael, becauſe as St. John never men · ¶ fou 
| tions him in the number of the Apoſtles, ſo the our 
| other Evangeliſts take no notice of Nathanael; and befo 
as St. John joins together Philip and Nathanael in tan 
their coming to Chriſt, ſo the other Evangeliſts feſb 
| always join Philip and Bartholomew; and what miſe 
| puts this matter beyond diſpute is, that we find poin 
Nathanael in the Liſt of the Apoſtles to whom out Chu 
Saviour appear'd after bis Reſurrection, where , fl. 
there was Simon Peter, Thomas and Nathanael oi hi 
Galilce, and two other Diſciples. Now that bj argu 
Diſciples is here only meant Apoſtles, is plain both fee | 
from the names here reckoned up; and becauſe 2. 
it is ſaid, 7his is the third time that Jeſus appeared of 11 
zo his Diſciples ; whereas it is evident the two A 
foregoing appearances were made to none but A-Þ vel 
poſtles. | 271; and 
Concluding him then to be the ſame with Na. firm 
thauaci, he was firſt conducted by St. Philip to ſee writ 
the long expected Meſſiah, and at his firſt ap- Fro 
proach our Lord receiv'd him with an honourabl:'W of / 
Character, - 


* 
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Character, as a Perſon of true Sincerity and In- 
tegrity, without all Guile and Hypocriſy, Am. [/- 
raelite indeed who waited for the Redemption of I, 
rael, which (being well vers'd in the Law an the 
Prophets)>he, was aſſur'd by Scripture Predictions 
to be now at hand. Therefore he made no vbje- 
tions againſt the meanneſs of his Birth, or the 


low Circumſtances of his Parents, only excepted 


2gainſt the place Nazareth, as indeed he had rea- 
fon, knowing Bethlehem of Judea to be the place 
foretold, as truly it was, the place where the Meſ< 
ab ſhould be born; but being conceiv'd and 
brought up at Nazareth, he was thence call'd by 
St. Philip, Jeſus of Nazareth : Being ſoon ſatisty'd 


in this point, he came readily to pay duty to our 


Lord; and tho” he was ſumewhat ſurpriz'd at our 
Saviour's firſt Salutation, wondering how he 
ſhould know him ſo well at firft ſight, yet when 
our Lord told him he ſaw bim under the Fig-tree 
before St. Philip called him, convinc'd by that iu- 
ſtance of our Lord's Divinity, he preſently cou- 
fels'd that he was now ſure that Jeſus was the pra- 
miſed Meſſiah, the Sau of God, whom he had ap- 
pointed to be the King and Governout of his 
Church; our Saviour anſwered, 7 hat if upon ſub 
a flender indacement he had Faith enangy to betieve 
him to be the Meſſiah, he ſhonld have more convincing 
argumaents to confirm his Faith, for he ſhculd e er long 


ſee the Heavens opened to receive him thitber, aud 
! wly afpeariig to attendthe Ajtenſio 


the holy Angeli v 
of” the Son of God. 
After whoſe Aſcenſion, this holy Apoſtle tra- 
velPd as far as India, where he preached the Golpt! 
and planted Chriſtianity, and tor the better con- 
fir mation of their Faith, left there behind him a 
written Copy of St. Matthew's Gofpel in Ilebre u. 
From thence he returned to the North welt parts 


of Alia, and at Hierapolis preaching the Cliriltian 
15798 fie. H > Faith. 
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Faith (with St. Philip) and convincing them of 
their abominable Idolatries, he was there with that 
other Apoſtle deſign'd for Martyrdom by the enra- 
ged Magpiſtrates ; but after he was faſtened to the 
Croſs, upon a ſudden conviction that the divine 
Vengeance would revenge his innocent Blood, he 
was taken down and diſmiſs'd. At laſt removing 
to Albanople, a City in Armenia the Great, and there 
endeavouring to reclaim a People miſerably ad- 
dicted to Idolatry, he was by the Command of the 


Governour put to a moſt cruel Death, which he 


chearfully underwent, comforting and confirming 
the Gentile Converts with his dying Breath in the 
height of his laſt Agonies. His Death is called 
cruel, becauſe nothing could be more barbarous 
and inhumane than it is reported to have been, 
which was thus; He was firſt beaten with Cudgels, 
the next day crucity'd and flay'd alive as he was 
faſtened to the Croſs, and at laſt whilſt his breath 
yet remained they cut off his Head. The uſe we 
May make of the obſervation of this day's Feaſt is: 

Fir/t, To learn from his ready belief that Jeſu; 
was the Chriſt, to free our minds from all prejudice, 
when we defire ſatisfaction in any controverted 
point in Divinity, 

Secondly, From the great Chriſtian Fortitude and 
Reſolution he ſhew'd at his Death, we are taught 
that true Zeal fears no dangers, boggles at no dit. 
ficulties, but puts a Man upon laying down his 
Lite chearfully whenever the Providence of God 
makes it become his Duty. | 

And as God turniſh'd' this day's Saint with 
Grace to dye preaching and comforting his Chri: 
ſtian Converts, ſo we pray in the Collect, “ That 
the Church may love that Word which he believ- 
** ed, and both preach and receive the ſame thro 
Feſus Chriſt, | | 


D S. Mar. 


aud not only debar d them from Cummunion in 
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St. Mar rHE W the Apoſtle, Sept. 2 as 


WE this day celebrate the Feaſt of the Apoſtle 
Sr. Matthew, but whether in commemoration 
of bis Martyrdom or his Call to the Apoſtleſhip, 
or both, I cannot determine; for tho' there was no 
viſible Miracle made ule of in the Call of this A- 
poſtle, as in the caſe of St. Paul's Convertion, yet 
conſidering the Circumſtances of the Perſon, the 


nature of his Employment and the way of Lite he 


was engap*d in, that he ſhould at the firſt call em- 


brace a Religion ſo. contradiCtory to all theſe, ex= * ? 


change Riches for Poverty, a Cuſtom-houſe for a 
Priſon, great and wealthy Maſters for a poor de- 
ſpiſed Saviour, an eaſie luxurious Life for difficul- 


ties and diſgrace, his gainful Profeſſion, latereſt 


and Relations for a ſpiritual way of Commerce, 
which was like to bring nothing along with it but 
Perfecutions and Afflictions; all theſe are no lefs 
matter of wonder and aſtoniſhment than to fee a 
Perſecutor become a Proſelyte. And as the Church 
could not paſs by ſuch an Apoſtle without an an- 
nual Solemnity, ſo we may ſatisfie our ſelves in 
celebrating this day with reſpect to his extraordina- 
ry Call to the Apoſtleſliip, the Hittory of his mar- 
tyrdom being imperfect. | 
St. Matthew was alſo call'd Levi, and tho? a Ko- 
man Officer, both his names ſpeak him to be of 
Jewiſh Extraction. By his Trade or rather Call- 
ing he was a Cuſtom-houſe Officer to the Komaans, 
by them call'd a Publicau, and a place amongſt 
them of great Reputation ; but by the Jews ac- 
counted ſo ſcandalous an Employ, that they not 
only abhort'd the name, but thought it unkiwful 
to do them any office of common kindneſs, nor 
admit their Teſtimony or Evidence in any Cauſe; 


iq 
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publick Worſhip, but alſo from all manner of Ci. 
vil Society. The two great reaſons why the Jews 
had ſuch an averſion to Men of this Profeſſion, 
were, firlt, becauſe thoſe Officers having farmed 

the Cu'ioms from the Romaxs, uſually were very 
covetous and great Exacters, griping the People 
that they might be both able to pay their Rent, and 
Ttaiſe Eſtates to their Families. And the other rea- 
fon which made them (till the more hated by the 
Jews, was that belides the grievance of the charge, 
they looking upon themſelves as an ancient free- 
born People, eſteem'd the paying of this Tribute as 
a ſtanding inſtance of their Slavery; and what 
grated them the more was, that their own Country- 
men ſhould accept of theſe Offices, whereby they 
being oblig'd to converſe with the Gentiles (which 
they held abominable) gave them a jealouſie that 
they conſpir'd with. the Romars to bring perpetual 
Ruin and Slavery upon the Nation. 

St. Matthew's ſtation in this employ was upon 
the Coaſt of the Sea of Galilee, where the Goſpel 
for the day tells us, our Bleſſed Saviour as he paſjed 
by that way ſeeing him ſit there at the receipt of Cuſt, 
called him to come and follow him: The good Man 
being we may ſuppoſe in ſome meaſure prepared 
to receive the imprefſions-which ſuch a Call made 
upon him (by living at Cæpernaum, the uſual place 
of Chr:/i"s relidence, where his Preaching and Mi- 
racles were ſo frequent) laid aſide all the conſide- 
rations of his prefent wealthy Condition, and im- 
mediately aroſe and followed him. And to ſhew 
that he no ways repented of his Bargain, we read 
how he entertain'd our Lord and his Diſciples at 
his Houſe at a great Dinner, whither he invited 
ſeveral of his Acquaintance and Friends ot his 
own Profeſſion, hoping they might alſo be won 
by the Converſation oft our Saviour. The Pha— 
iſces looking upon this Entertainment with all 
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evil Eye, began to upbraid his Diſciple that a 
Perſon ſo pute and holy as their Maſter pretended 
to be, ſhould eat and converſe thus familiar ly with 
Publicans and Sinners, Men of the worſt Character 
and moſt infamous Reputation : But our Saviour 
preſently reply'd upon them, that 'twas not thoſe 
who were whole, but they that were ſic that wanted © 
a Phyſician, that his Company was molt ſuitable 
where the Soul's neceſſity required it, that reclaim- 
ing of Sinners was more acceptable to God than 
any ritual Obſervances, and that he came not to cad 
the Righteous (i. e. ſuch as proudly conceited them- 
ſelves holy above the reſt of Mankind) 20 Repen- 
zance, but to reduce Sinners, (+. e. humble ſelf- 
convinc'd Offenders) to a better ſtate and courſe 
of Life, | 

After his call to the Apoſtleſhip he was a con- 
ſtant attender upon our Saviour till his Aſcenſion, 
after which for ſeveral Years he preached'up and 
down Fadea; then betaking himſelf to the Con- 
verſion of the Gentile World, at their requeſt he 
wrote his Goſpel. 


That part of Athiopia next to India is ſaid to have 


been the Province of his Apoſtolical Miniſtry, 
where he was entertain'd by the Eunuch, Cham- 
berlane to Queen Candace (mention'd in the Ach 
of the Apoſtles to be converted by St. Philip) and 
there converted great numbers from Error and Ido» 
latry to the Chriſtian Faith, and (to provide for 
Succeſſion) ordain'd Guides and Paſtors to confirm 
them and bring over others, when he was gone, to 
embrace the Goſpel. Amangſt his many Converts 
he is ſaid to have prevail'd upon Az/yppas King 
of Ethiopia to become a Chriltian and be baptized, 
but his Succeſfor Hiraclus (who hated both this 
Apoltle and his Doctrine) commanded him to be 
dun through with a Swot d. . 


From 


. 
From this day's Saint being call'd from the ſcan- 
dalous employ i a Publican to be à Diſciple of 
Chrift, we may learn that as God never rejeds 
the hearty and ſincere Repentance of the gregtelt 
Sinners, ſo he never fails to aſſiſt ſuch with his 
divine Grace, as prepare their Minds to receive it, 

by readily obeying the motions of his Holy Spirit. 

. *" Secondly, From the Example of this Apoſtle we 
re taught to abominate that helliſh Vice of Cove- 
touſnets, as the molt dangerous enemy to our Sal- 
vation; which not only alienates our Minds from 
God, but alſo obſtructs thoſe paſſages through 
which the conſideration of Religion ſhould enter 
into our Thoughts, makes Men fo ſordid, that they 
have not Hearts to enjoy what they poſſeſs. This 
Vice is the Patron of moſt of the Injuſtice, Trea- 
chery, Bloodſhed and Perjury committed in the 
World; it makes Men fail in the hour of Temp- 
tation, ſo that when they ſhould /earcall to follow 
Chriſt, quit againful Employ tor the fake of a good 

'Conlcience, they go away ſorrouſul becauſe they have 
great Poſſeſſiuns; therefore that we may not be in- 
tected with this Contagion, we are inſtructed in 
the Collect to pray for Grace,“ That we may for- 
©« ſake all covetous deſites and inordinate love of 
« Riches, to follow our Lord and Saviour Jef 
« Chriſt. GM 
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St. MichaxL and ALL- ANGELS, Sept. 29. 


T*HIS Feaſt is kept in honour of St. Michael ans 
all Angels, to expreſs our gratitude for the 
many great advantages the Church has iu all Ages 
 obtain'd over the power of the Devil and his A- 
gents by the aſſiſtance of thoſe holy miniſtring Spi- 
rits; and the Church particularly commemorates 
dt. Michael, as he was the Prince or — 8 
| 7 | 0 
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of the Jewiſh Church, and ſo now of the Chri- 
ſtian, for the Church which was once in the Jew, 
is now in the Chriſtian. | 

The word Angel literally ſignifies no more than 
a Meſſenger or Embaſſador, but in common ac- 
ceptation (as well as in holy Writ) is taken for 
a celeſtial Spirit employ'd by God to deliver his 
Will vpon Earth on extraordinary occaſions; and 
their being ſent forth to miniſter to them that ſhall 
be Heirs of Salvation ſuppoſes them in a readineſs 
to do all good Offices to good Men, It was a 
common receiv'd Opinion among the Heathens, 
and as conſtant a Tradition among the Jews, that 
every (at leaſt good) Man had his Guardian-An- 
gel; which Jewiſh Tradition ſeems in ſome mea- 
ſare to be countenanc'd by our Saviour, in that 
caution he gives (as we read in this day's Geſpe!) 
not to deſpiſe one of thoſe little ones, becauſe their 
Angels always behold the Face of their Father, And 
the firſt Chriſtians ſeem'd to, entertain (at leaſt 
ſomething like) this opinion, by what we read in 
the ſecond Leſſon for the Morning, of their aftic- 
ming it to be the Angel of St. Peter that was at ihe 
door. 

From their being thus appointed to be miniſtring 
Spirits, and always in a readineſs to help, ſome 
have too far acknowledged their dependence upon 
them, and thought it their duty to give them ci— 
vine Worſhip and Adoration ; but the Angel in 
the Revelation argues the contrary from the nature 
of his employ; for the reaſon he gives way he 
would not receive adoration from St. Joba was, 
becauſe he was hig felluu Servant; this we find al- 
ſo ſeverely reprov'd by St. Paul, Let uo Man de- 
cetve you in a voluntary Humility and worſhipping of 
Angelt. : 

But beſides the good Offices they are ſent to do 
us in our Life time, they A by us at the _ 
a 0 
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of Death, at that great ſtruggle when the Soul and 
Body ſeparates, to take care to convey the Souls 
of the Righteous thus ſeparated to the manſions ot 
bliſs, as they did that of Lazarus into Abraham's 
Boſom. And at the day of Judgment they ſhall 
be great inſtruments in reuniting the Body to the 
Soul at the Reſurrection, when they ſhall come 
farth and ſever the wicked from the juſdk, __ 

In the Epiſtle we have a relation of a fight be- 
tween St. Michael and his Angels, and the Dragon 
and his Angels, which ſome refer to the conteſt 
already mention'd between St. Peter aud Simon 
Magus, wherein that Saint by his Prayers prevail 
ed againſt the Sorcerer: But *tis interpreted to 
denote ſome eminent Victory the Church has ob- 
tained by the help of theſe miniſtring Spirits over 
the power and malice of the Devil. Beſides this 
War in Heaven (here mention'd} ſeems to allude 
to the expulſion of Lucifer and the other rebellious 
Angels out of Heaven, ſome of the heavenly Holt 
being commanded by God to drive them out for 
their Pride and Arrogancy in attempting to make 
themſelves equal with God. 

Me have alſo in the ſecond Leſſon for the E- 

vening the Hiſtory of St. Michael the Arch-angel's 
conteſt with the Devil about the Body of Moſes, 

which ſome will have to be about the rebuilding 

the Temple, and reſtoring God's Service at Jeru— 

ſalem. Moſes being the Type of Crit, they would 
have the Jewiſh Temple meant by the Body of 
Moſes, as the Chriſtian Church is ſtyled the Body 
of Chriſt. Others think it was meant the real Bo- 
dy of Moſes, which St. Michael having conceal'd 
by God's ſpecial Order, the Devil endeavoured to 
diſcover, thereby deſigning to entice Men to Ido- 
latry by ſuperſtitiouſſy worſhipping his Relicks. 
But be the conteſt what it will, thus much is re- 
corded for our Inſtruction, that tho' the Angel 
might 
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might have juſtly ſpoke all manner of ill againſt 
him, yet he would not uſe any reproachful Lan- 
guage, nor bring any railing Accuſation againſt him, 
but ſaid only h Lo-d rebake thee. 
From the obſervation of this Feaſt learn we, 
Firſt, Thankfully to adore the Wiſdom and 
Mercy of God for conſtituting ſuch glorious Be- 
ings to miniſter to our Salvation, by aiding an. 
aſſiſting us in all our religious Performances and 
righteous Undertakings, as well temporal as ſpi- 
ritual. f = 
Secondly, Take care that our Gratitude be right 
placed, and that we donot rob God of his honour 
by transferring any of that divine Worſhip to the 
Creature which is only due to the Creator, rrmem- 
bring always that there is only oe Mediator be- 
teen God and Man, viz. the Man Chriſt Yeſus. 
Thirdly, From St. Michael's behaviour we learn 
how unbecoming it is for any Man {eſpecially 
the Clergy) to uſe any injurious railing Language 
or ſcandalous perſonal reflexions in religions Con- 
troverſies. a 
And that we may be enabled chearfully to dif- 
charge all our religious Duties, wedefire Almighty 
God in the Collect“ To grant that as his holy 
« Angels always do him Service in Heaven, fo 
by his appointment they may defend and ſuccour 
*-us upon Earth. 


St. Luk E the Evangeliſt, Octob. 18. 


HIS day we obſerve the Feaſt of St. Lale, 

one of the four that wrote the Hiſtory of our 

— and thence call'd St. Lute the Evange- 
K. | 


' 


He 


1 
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| He was born in that every way famous City of 
Antioch the chief City of Syria, a place as fertile 
tor its Soil as rich by Trade; as much fam'd for 
Learning as 'twas noted for Civility; not only 
. honour'd with the birth of this day's Saint, but al- 
ſo with that peculiar favour and bleſſing Heaven 
beſtow'd upon ir, of firſt giving the name of Chri- 

fyans to the D ſciples of Chr. 

St. Lake having in this place the opportunity of 
a liberal Education, his natural parts met With the 
advantage of improvement in all parts of humane 
Learning; but Phyſick was the ſtudy he chiefly 
apply'd himſelf to. | 

He was a Jewiſh Proſelyte, and probably had 
not embraced the Chriſtian Faith, till St. Paul 
came to Antioch, and during his abode there, was 
converted by him (himſelt conteſſes he was not 
an Hie witneſs, from the beginning) with whom at- 
terwards he became an infeparable Companion, 
and taithtul tellow labourer in the Goſpel, whom 
he attended in all his dangers and his ſeveral ar- 
raignments at Feraſalem, allo waiting upon him 
in his hazardous Voyage to Kome, where he both 
aſſiſted him int his peceflities, and in thoſe mini- 
{terial Offices which St. Paul's confinement would 
not give him leave to diſcharge; and ſtaid with 
him when others for ſfook him, which conltancy 
ot Friendſhip fo far endear'd him to St. Paul, that 
he not only own'd him for his fauhful fellow La- 
kourer, but in bis Epiſtle to the _—_— he calls 
him the beloved Phyſician, and the Brother, whoje 
praiſe is in the Goſpel throughuut all Churches. 

It is generally thought he did not/wholly leave 
St. Poul, before his Martyrdom, tho? ſome ſay he 
left him at Rome tor ſome time, and travell'd in- 
to Egypt and the parts of Là/hia, where he preach- 
ed the Golpel, converted great numbers, and took 
upon him the Epiſcopal Charge of Thebais. on 
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ſay he firſt preached in Dalmatia and Galatia, and 
then in {zaly and Macedoria, where by indefatiga- 
ble Labours, maugre all dangers and difficulties, 
he faithfully diſcharged his truſt committed to him. 
Hiſtoriars diſagtee both about the place and man- 
ner of his Death, ſome atirming him to dye in 
Greece, others in Egypt, and others in BA,: 
ſome will have him to dye a natural, but more a 
violent Death; thoſe that are for the latter give 
this account of his Martyrdom, that having ſuc- 
ce{+tuily preached the Goſpel in Greece, and bap- 
tired many Converts, a party of Infidels who had 
coulpired againſt him, drew him to Execution, 
and ior want of a Croſs to diſpatch him immedi- 
ateby, they hang'd him upon an Olive tree in the 
Soth O, 84th year of his Age. Others make him 
to be martyr'd at Kome after St. Paul's firſt two 
Year's Imprif nment there and departure thence; 
where St. Luke being left as his Deputy was ſoon 
after put to Death, and his concluding the Hiſto- 
ry of the Ad of the Apoſtles at that time ſeems to 
confirm this Opinion, which certainly he would 
never have left ſo imperte&t if he had liv'd any 
conſiderable time after St. Paul left that place. 
His body being taken care of by ſome of his Friends, 
was by the command of Conſtantine or his Son, 
remov'd to Conſtantinople, and buried in that great 
Church ereQed to the memory of the Apoſtles. 

In the Epiſtle, after St. Paul had advis'd Biſhop 
Timothy to prepare himſelf to endure Afflictions, 
that he might give a good proof of his Miniſtry by 
faithfully and couragiouſly doing the work of an 
Evangeliſt, he tells him for his encouragment, that 
having himſelf preſerved his Integrity and kept the 
Faith, he was very ready to lay down his Lite for 
it, notwithſtanding he does not without ſome te- 
gret complain of Demas and ſome other Brethren” 
that had torſaken him in his afflictions; but com- 

T7] torted 


aan — iu - WS — — — * — — 


(96) 
forted himſelf that he had ſtill one ſincere faithful 
Friend that ſtuck by him in all his Adverſities, 
Ozly Luke is with me. 

Hence we learn that as nothing is more unge- 
nerous and unchriſtian (tho* nothing more com- 
mon) than to forſake a Friend in adverſity; ſo no 
relative Duty, no act of Charity is more incum- 
bent upon us, than to ſtick cloſe by, aſſiſt and da 
all the good Offices we can to Perſons in afflic- 
tions, eſpecially ſuch as ſuffer for Righteouſneſs 
fake. A noble copy of this chriſtian piece of ge- 
neroſity we have ſet us by this day's Saint, whoſe 
ary is in the Goſpel, who as he was called from 

eing a Phyſician of the Body to be a Phyſician 
of the Soul, we are taught in the ColleQ to pray 
that By the wholeſome Medicines of the Do- 
„ Ctrines delivered by him, all the Diſeaſes of our 
„Souls may be healed through the Merits of Je- 
% ſus Chriſt, | 


— 
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St. S1MoN aud St. Ju pE, Ock. 28. 


Te day we commemorate two Apoſtles, St. 
Simon and St. Jude. 

Several conjectures are made about St Simon; 
ſome will have him to be one of the Brethren of 
our Lord, i. e. one of the Sons of Joſeph by a 
former Marriage. Becauſe he is furnam'd the 


Canaanite, lome conclude him to be born at Cara 


in Galilee; others give the-zegſon why he was lo 
call'd becauſe he was the Bridegroom whoſe Mar- 
riage our Lord honour'd with his firſt Miracle of 
turning Water intu Ii ine. But by St. Lake he is 
called Simon Zelotes, or the Zealot, which implies 
the ſame in the Greek as Canaanite, in the Hebrew 
and Few!/þ Language, therefore the name has N 
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relation either to his Birth or Countrey, which 
ſignifies no more than to be Zealous; which new 
name was either given him from his ardent zeal 
and love to his Maſter, or becauſe before that 
time he had been one of the Sec call'd Zealots, ei- 
ther a diltin& Sect of it ſelf, or a Branch of the 
Pharifees, who were zealous aſſerters of the ho- 
nour of the Law, and ſtrictneſs and purity of Re- 
ligion; and in imitation of Phinehas (who in a 
zealous Paſſion flew Zimri and Corbr, whom they 
alſo call'd their Patron) they aſſum'd to them- 
ſelves a liberty to execute capital Puniſhments 
without waiting for the formality of the Law. 
After the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, this Apo- 
tle travelled preaching the Goſpel in Egypt, Cy- 
rene and Africa, from thence into Lybia and Mau- 
ritavia for the ſame purpoſe, and at laſt ſo warm 
was his Zeal, that notwithſtanding the Coldneſs 
of the Climate, he ſailed into Britain, where af- 
ter many I ribulations he ſuffer'd Martyrdom by 
the Infidels for preaching to them the Faith of 
Chriſt, Others will have it, that after his preach- 
ing the Goſpel in Egypt, he met with the Apoſtle 
St. Jude, and ſufter'd Martyrdom with him in 
Perſia. But this account is not rely'd upon, be- 
cauſe not mentioned by any Author that writes 
St. Jæde's Life, who is the other Apoſtle whoſe 
memory we this day celebrate. He is defcrib'd 
in the Goſpel by three ſeveral names, Jude, Thad- 
deus and Lebbans. Theſe other names were pro- 
bably given him to diſtinguiſh him from Judas I/ 
cariot, as well as to denote his Prudence and Zeal, 
which thoſe two names properly import. St. Mar- 
thew and St. Mark never call him Jade or Judas, 
leſt they ſhould confound the righteons with the 
wicked, and for that reaſon probably he both calls 
himſelf and is ſtyled by others, Jude the Brother 
of James, and Judas not Iſcariot. Being — 
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Son of Joſeph, he was alſo call'd one of our Lord's 
Brethren. St. Matthew 13.55. Are not his Brethren e 
James, and Joſeph, and Simon and Judas? The bl 
time of his being call'd is uncertain, for we have @ 
no account of him till we find him in the Cata- I ot 
logue; and tho? he afterwards became a conſtant T 

Attendant upon our Lord, yet we have nothing 1 

more than his name particularly recorded of him al 
in the Goſpel, except one queſtion he propoun— vc 
ded to our Saviour, upon his telling them how he he 
would particularly manifeſt himſelt to them after pc 
his Reſurre&ion; whereupon this Apoſtle dream- at 
ing (with the reſt) too much of temporal Grau- 60 
deur, asked him for what reaſon he would mani 60 
feſt himſelf to them and not to the World? To which 6 
our Lord reply'd, that the H/orld was neither capa- 
ble nor worthy to enjoy the divine Preſence, in that - 
it was both a ſtranger and an enemy to him and hii 
Doctrine; and that they were only goed Men and 
religious Obſervers of his Mill, whom God would ho- 

nur With ſuch familiar converſe, and whom he * 

deſign'd to be Vitueſſes of his Reſurrection. 

After the Aſcenſion he preach'd in Jadæa and 
Samaria, and then travelled thro Samaria into J- 
___.aumaa, and afterwards to Syria and Meſopotamia; q 
„at laſt he is faid to have travell'd into Perſia, 8 

- Where after great Succeſs in his Apoſtolick Office, h 

he was cruelly murthered by the Magi, for the f 
freedom he took in rebuking their Superſtitions. 

- _*The Epiſtle is the beginning of that general E- 1: 
piſtle St. Jude left behind him, wherein he exhorts | 
ail Chriſtians to Conſtancy and Perſeverance in 
e Profeſſion of their Faith. ; | 

In the holy Goſpel our Saviour commands his 

. Diſciples to love one another, and the reaſon he 

; gives them for Love and Unity among themſelves 

is, becauſe he was going to fend them into a 
World where neither they nor their Employ ſhould 
meet 
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meet with any love or reſpe& ; but on the contra- 


ry, wete to expect nothing but hatred and perſe- 
cution for the Name of Chriſt; which prediction 
of our Bleſſed Saviour's we have ſeen ſufficiently 
fulfilled in the Hiſtory of the Lives and Deaths 
of thoſe bleſſed Apoſtles and Martyrs whoſe Fe- 
ſtiyals our Church celebrates; and that we may 
ſolemuize both this and the other days the Church 
appoints to be kept holy with a true Spirit of De- 
votion, love one another, and perſevere in that 
holy Faith built upon the Foundation of the A- 
poſtles, Jeſas Chriſt being the Corner-ſtone, we 
are taught in the Collect to pray, That we may 
de fo joined together by their Doctrine, that 
** we may be made a holy Temple acceptable un- 
* to God thro' Jeſas Chriſt. 
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ALL. SAINTS Day, Nov. 1. 


THE Church holds this Feſtival in memory 
of all Saints, and that for ſcveral Reaſons, 


as 

Firſt, Becauſe in the particular Feaſts we have 
already celebrated in honour and memory of the 
Saints and Martyrs, we may juſtly be thought to 


have omitted ſome part of our duty through in- - 


ficmity or negligence. 
Secondly, Becauſe each of thoſe Saints particu- 


larly in whom God's Graces have been eminent, 


would be too burthenſom if not impoſſible. 


Sa 
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Thirdly, As the Church after having in a moſt +>? 
excellent order ſolemnized the high Feaſts of our 
Lord. and the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, thoughts 
it moſt ſeaſonable to conclude thoſe Solemnities * 
with a Feſtival of full ſpecial and expreſs Service 


to the, holy, ever-bleſled ne glorious Trinity: 


_ 9 . b 
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Feſtival to commemorate the Saints in general. 


toty Writ) whoſe Virtues are imitable, and 


move ſuch a manifeſt offence given to weak 


ſerved in the Church, but ſuch only as we have 
juſt grounds from holy Scripture gratefully to 
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80 in like manner ſhe thinks it fit to end her low- 


er Feaſts celebrated in memory of thoſe early 
Saints and Martyts with the obſervation of one 
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And as amongſt other Errors crept into the 
Church before the Reformation, we may juſtiy 
reckon ſeveral of the then Feaſts of the Church 
enjoyn'd under ſevere Penalties to be obſerved 
in memory of ſuch imaginary Saints and Mat- 
tyrs, as either never had been, or were nototi— 
ouſly vicious; therefore our Reformers to re- 


Brethren, enjoyn'd no other Feſtivals to be ob- 
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commemorate; yet becauſe there have been ma- 
ny other good and holy Men (not mentioned in 
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whoſe Memories ought to be had in remem— 
brance; upon that account and the reaſons be- 
fore-mentioned this day is kept holy, wherein we 
honour God in his Saints in general. And alto 
that we who remain here below may be encou- 
raged by their good examples to ran the race that 
is ſet beſore us with patience, imitate them in the 


a i. > 
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- purity of their Lives, freely and reſolutely own 


the profeſſion of our Faith, conſtantly adhere to 


- .the Truth thro? dangers aud perſecutions, do what 


good we can to others both by our pattern and 


. precepts, and if thereto. catl'd by the Providence 


(in the Goſpel for the day) ſets before us the ex- 
. ample of the good old Prophets, With the pro- 
miſe of a bleſſed reward to all ſuch as ſhall with 
- £ourage and conſtancy undergo the ſame fare. 


of God, ſeal the Teſtimony of our Faith with 
our Blood. | 

And to encourage us patiently to undergo in- 
dignities and perſecutions, our Bleſſed Saviour 


Bleſſed 
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Bleſd.a are iu when Men ſball revile and perſeouts- 
and ſpeak all manner of evil — you falfly for my 
ſake, 25 and be exceeding glad, for great is your 
reward in Heaven, for ſo they perſecuted the Prepbett 
that were before you. 

The Collect reters tothat Article of our r Faith Fr 
Communion of Saints, that as we have in common 
one God, one Faith, one Chriſt, one Spirit, one 
Baptiſm, one Hope, ſo being thus knit together 
in one Communion and Fellowſhip in the mys+ 
fiical Body of Chr, and by that means made 
Fellow- Citizens with the Saints, and of the 
Houſhold of God, and of the ſame Family with 
thoſe in the Church Triumphant in Heaven; 
and as we are bound to bleſs God for them, re- 
joice for their Happineſs, and give thanks for 
their labours and prayers for us, we are alſo taught 
by the Church in the Collect to pray for Grace 
ſo to follow thoſe bleſſed Saints in all Virtue 
and Godlinefs of living, that we may come 
* to thoſe unſpeakable Joys which God has pre- 
1 pared for all thoſe that unfeignedly love him 
„ thro Jeſus Christ.. '1 
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6 te age, „ur Mendes Sar,” 
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| 1 A geen Religion in three Parts; the 


contains the Principles of = ral Reli- 
on; the ſecond and third the Doctrines of Chriſtia» 
nity, both as to Faith and Practice; with an Appendix, 
+ © Wherein.it is proved, That nothing contrary to Gur 
KReaſon can poſſibly be the Object of our Belief: But 
that it is no jutt Exception againſt ſome of the Doc- 

trines of Catit avity, that they are above our Ren- 
fon. The fourth Edition. | | 
II. An Anſwer to all the Excnſes and Pretences 
that Men ordinarily make for their not coming to the 
Ho'y Communion: To which is added, a brief Ac- 
colutof the End and Deſign of the Holy Communion, 
the Obligation to receive it, the way to prepare for it, 
and the Behavioür of our ſelves both at and after it. 
Piice 34.0r20 5. per Hundred. 
” III. Plain Inſtructions for the Young and Ignorant, 
2: Comprized in a thert and eaſy Expoſition of the 
18 Church Catechiſm, adapted to the Underſtanding and 
Memory ofthe meaneſt Capacity. Price 3 3 d. or 2059. 
fer Hundred. 

IV. An Eſſay towards making the Knowledge of 
Religion eaſy to the meaneit Capacity, being a ſhort 
and plain Account of the Docttines and Rules of 
Chriſtianity, Price 2 d. or 12s, per Hundred. 

V. Some ſhort and eaſy Directions for ſpendio? 
one Day well, by which (if every Day carefully c.. 
ſerved) a Man may be much enabled, through God“ 
Grace, to ſpend his whole Life well. Price 1 d. or 65/ 
per Hundred \ 

VI. The Divine Authority of Church Govern: 
ment and Epiſcopacy ſtated and aſſerted upon, Prin- 
ciples common to all Chriſtians; preach'd at the 
Conſecration of the Lord Biſhop of Cork and Roſs, 
Apnil x. 1710. Price 

[Written by the wy Dr. Edward Syng% 
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